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orientation, you can keep them out of your house, you can keep
them off your property, so long as your property is not open to
the public at large, but there might be a question as to whether
somebody discriminated against in a ma ll because of sexual
orien t a t i on wou l d ha v e r e cou r s e t o t he l aw. Bu t , Se na t or
Vrtiska, Senator Connealy, Senator Synowiecki, Senator L o uden,
when i t com e s t o di scr i m i na t i n g i n t he r ea l m o f e mployment
against people because of their sexual orientation, the state
s hould i nt e r p ose a bar r i er a n d sa y t o p e ople , o f t h a t t u rn o f
mind, t h i s fa r may y ou come but no fa r t h e r . I t shoul d not be
difficult for us, w ho sit here d ay af ter day di scussing
legislation, passing laws, to find it within u s to p rot ect a
segment of ou r popul a t i on w h i c h i s di sc r i m i n a t e d a g a in s t . How
a ppropr i a t e i s i t f or me t o t r y t o a m e n d t h i s b i l l o r any o t he r
bil l by a t t a chi ng t h i s t ha t I wi l l c a l l t he Cha mber s a mendment
prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation? It is
a s a p propr i at e f or m e t o d o t h is a s i t i s f or an y body t o o f f e r
an amendment to any bill. The amendment may not be adopted, and
mine probably wi l l n o t b e , b u t I ha v e n o way o f k n owing t ha t f o r
sure. But at any rate, every word that I say on this subject is
part o f a n o v e r a l l i nt e n t o f m i ne , p l a n o f m i ne , t ac t i c of mi ne
t o h ammer and hanlner unti l s o mething g i v es , an d I ca n not b e t h e
thing that gives. It has been said, Senator Friend, it has been
said t hat when the onl y t o o l a per s o n i s g i ven i s a hanIn er
everything l oo k s l i ke a na i l . So t her e f o r e , b e i n g g i ven a
hanIner, I must p l y i t v i go r ously , a n d I d i dn ' t m ean t o t a k e you
f rom y our i n t e l l e c t ua l e n deavor so c a r r y on , o r , as t h e y s a y i n
t he a r my , a s y o u w e r e . I t wou l d be so e a s y t o put t h i s b i l l i n
place. It bec omes an a ccomplished fact and society then
incorporates it into society's experience and society just keeps
on stepping. It has been made into something much bigger than
it needs to. It i s not going to tear down society. Not one
federal agency or department in the executive branch of the U.S.
government ha s com e apart at the sea m s be c ause o f the
President ' s exe c u t i v e o r der p r o h i b i t i n g d i s c r i minat ion based on
sexual orientation. No city that has adopted such an o rdinance
has experienced any problems or any difficulty; no county, and
there are counties far more progressive than anything you' ll
f ind i n N e b r a sk a w h i c h h a v e a d o p t e d s u c h a r e sol ut i on a n d i t ha s
not harme d t he i r coun t y i n any way . Ot her st at es , by
legislation, have done what I am attempting to do. They have
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