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control to do s o .' Th at's what the Nebraska Supreme Court has
imposed on all of the judges and all of the staff, employees and
officials who work in the courts under any judge's control. And
here we sit doing nothing.

S PEAKER BRONN: Sen a t o r Ch a mber s .

S ENATOR CHANBERS: Thank y ou , N r . S p e aker . Wh e n y o u h av e a c o d e
such as this regulating the conduct of judges or the Code of
P rofess i ona l R e spons i b i l i t y wh i c h gov e r n s l awy e r s , pr ov i s i on s
are written which are known in the lawyers' code as disciplinary
r ules . Tho s e a r e t he 'thou shalt not.' They also have what are
called ethical c o nsiderations which el aborate, explain, give
examples, and sometimes can form the basis of discipline if they
are violated. But they a lso have what are kno w n as
commentar i es . I n t h i s can o n t h a t I ' m r ea d i n g f r o m . . . a n d i has
one ' N ' , c -a-n-o - n , one 'N' in the middle...this is the
comnentary under subpart 5 under Part B.: A judge must refrain
f rom speech, gestures or other conduct that could reasonably b e
perceived a s sex ual harassment an d mu st requ ire the same
s tandar d o f c o nd u c t o f o t h e r s su b j e c t t o t h e j u dg e ' s d i r e c t i on
and control. You know , he ' d a told Nr. Sigerson and that
Douglas C o u n t y El e c t i o n C o a m i s s io n e r , i f t h e y ' r e t o r e f r a i n f r om
s peech, gestures or o ther co nduct t hat could reasonably b e
perceived a s sex ual ha rassment, he'd tell them, Nr. Sigerson,
put your head over here; Nr. Election Commissioner, pu t your
head ov e r he r e . An d whe n t h e h ea d s wer e ov e r th e r e , h e ' d t a k e
t hat w o o de n m a l l e t , 'boing, boing,' and crack them on th e head
t o try to get some sense in t o their ha rd heads. Le t m e
cont i n u e : A j u d g e mu s t p e r f o r m j u d i c i a l du t i e s i mp a r t i a l l y a n d
fairly. A judge who manifests bias or prejudice on any basis in
a pr o c e e d i n g , I d on ' t wan t t o g e t a h e ad o f my s e l f , ' impa i r s t h e
fairness o f the p ro ceeding an d bri ngs t he jud iciary i n to
disrepute. Facial expression and body language, in addition to
oral communication, can give to parties or lawyers in t he
proceeding, jurors, the media, and o thers an appearance of
judicial bias. A judge must be alert to avoid behavior that may
b e pe r c e i v e d a s p r e j u d i c i a l . ' Su bp a r t 6 : ' A j u dge s h a l l r equ i r e
lawyers in proceedings before the judge to r efrain from
manifesting, by words or conduct, bias or prejudice against
parties, witnesses, counsel, or others based upon race, sex,
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