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s tate, be aware that a p roblem c o nfronting ou r bro thers an d
sisters is so severe that the President of the United States
issued an exe cutive o rder to p roh ibit d iscrimination in
employment i n a n y e x ecu t i ve de p a r t m e n t o r a g en c y o f t h e U .S .
g overnment based o n sex ual orientation. It is a seriou s
problem. When it i s so intolerable that the Supreme Court of
the state of Nebraska. . . and Neb r a sk a w e a l l kn o w i s a b ac kwa r d s
s ta t e . Cou r t s mov e no t o r i o u s l y s l o wl y a n yw a y . I f y ou p l ac e d
a l l t he co u r t s i n t he wor l d , i n c l u d i ng t ho s e t h a t a r e c o ns i de r e d
p rogr e s s i v e , n e x t t o t h e s l owe s t m o vi n g g l a c i e r o f a l l t i me , t h e
g lac i e r wo u l d l e av e t h e c ou r t s i n t he du s t . An d d o n ' t t a l k
about a cou r t be ing in a race with a turtle, an old, tired
turtle. The court would not do like the hare. The tortoise, or
turtle, could sleep for 20 years, wake up and still be ahead o f
the court . When the court, as slow as it is to move, finally
becomes aware that a problem is so severe it must b e add ressed
in the co u rt's of ficial rules, that tells you it is a serious
problem. Has this court of Nebraska, the Supreme Co u rt, se en
fit to add ress this issue ? I say tha t it has, and I gave
i n f o r ma t i o n t o t he co m m i tt e e wh i ch i s ho l d i ng t h i s b i l l , a n d
t ha t c om m it t e e i s t he Bu s i n e s s an d La b o r C o mmi t te e . On t h e
whole , t he y a r e a s go o d a c om m i t t e e a s an y o t h e r c ommi t t e e i n
t hi s L eg i s l a t u r e . I b e t t e r c h a ng e t h a t b e ca u s e t h a t a i n ' t
saying v e r y m u c h. Bu t wh a t I ' m t r y i n g t o s ay i s t h a t t h ey ' r e n o
w orse than any other committee. This happens to be an issue o n
which t he y d i sag r e e wi t h m e, b u t t h i s i s t h e i n f o r ma t i o n t h a t I
gave them. It comes directly from the Nebraska Code of Judicial
Conduct, Canon 3. The heading: A Ju dge Sha l l Pe r form the
Dutie s o f J ud i c i a l Of f i ce I mp a r t i a l l y a nd Di l i g e n t l y .
Part B. Adjudicative Responsibilities." Subpar t 5 u nd e r
Part B . : 'A judge shall perform judicial duties without bias or
prejudice. A judge shall not, in the performance of judicial
dut i e s , b y wo r d s o r c on du c t ma n i f e s t b i a s o r p r e j u d i ce ,
i nc l u d i n g bu t no t l i mi t e d t o b i a s o r p r e j u d i ce ba s e d u p o n r a ce ,
sex, religion, national o rigin, d isa bility, age , sexua l
orientation, or socioeconomic status,. . .

SPEAKER BROMM : One m in u te.

S ENATOR CHAM B E RS : . . . and s ha l l n o t p e r mi t s t a f f , c ou r t
o fficials, and others subject to the judg e's d i rection a n d
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