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t he s ame a s r a c e , n o t t he s am e a s c o l o r . We l l , s c i e n t i f i c a l l y
there is no such thing as race. Race is a term that defies
s cie n t i f i c de f i n i t i on . I t i s a t e r m u s ed b y t h e pu b l i c . And
t he p u b l i c ca n n o t e ve n sa y wh a t t h e t e r m a c t u a l l y me a n s , o r wha t
it is to designate. There is a feeling, there is a sensing that
people have that they know race when they see it. So what are
t he r a c e s i n Am e ri c a t h a t t he y t a l k a b ou t ? T he y s ay t he wh i t e
r ace a nd t h e b l a c k r a ce . " White " i s no t e ve n a no u n . " Black "
i s no t a n o u n . Bu t s i nc e pe o p l e a r e g o i ng t o u se t he t e r m
" race " t o d e s i g n a t e t h e t wo d o mi na n t g r o u p s i n t h i s co u n t r y ,
a round w h i c h a nd t h r o u g h w hi c h a l l t he p o l i c i e s o f go ve r nm e n t
a re i mp l e m e n t e d a nd p u t i n p l a ce , t h e y u s e " whi t e " a nd b l a ck "
b ecause i t ' s c o nv e n i e n t . So s i n c e " whi t e " i s an a dj e c t i ve ,
" bla ck " i s an a d j e c t i v e , t h e y h av e t o ma k e t h os e a d j e c t i ve s i n t o
nouns. So they wo uld say there a re 48 whites in the
L egi s l at u r e , n o t p e op l e wh o s e l a s t na m e i s Wh i t e , b u t 4 8 wh i t e s ,
1 b l a c k . T he t e r mi no l o g y o f t h a t k i nd , I t h i n k , i s deme a n i n g
and dehumanizing. If you ' re going to use those words, they
s hould continue to be adjectives. So let 's ta k e first tha t
which pe r t a i n s t o t he ma j o r i t y . Wha t i s a wh i t e pe r so n? A
w hite person is any person who says he or she is white? Is it
b ased on co mp l e x i on ? No t a l wa y s . Th e r e a r e p e o p l e ca l l e d
"whi t e ' w ho i n t h e su m me r ti m e ma y b e , i f t h ey ' re l u ck y , a s d a r k
as I am. An d i f y ou ' d c u t t h e i r ha i r o f f , y ou d o n ' t k now . An d
you don't even really have to cut t h eir ha i r o f f. If it ' s
paleness of complexion, there are people who saw me and my
m other embrace each other in the store, and would ask m e late r
o n, wh at wa s I d o i n g wi t h my a r m s a r o u n d t h at wh i t e wo m an ~ My
m other had red hair, hazel eyes. And if she sat in t his room ,
you wouldn't b e ab l e to pick her out based on her complexion.
But she was black. So you can't tell based on complexion. We
might even have some of my brothers and sisters passing in here.
Senator Foley gave me a very knowing look. There are people
considered black who are as pale as anybody in this room. So
what is a b l ack person? Whoev er says he or she is black. S o
when we ge t t o t h e ca t a l o g i ng o f d i f f e r e n t g r o u ps w ho wi l l no t
be discriminated against, and "race" is the word that leads the
cata l o g , i t i s t h e l e a s t d e f i n ab l e wor d a mo ng a l l o f t he m. I f
y ou t a l k a bo u t e t hn i c i t y , y o u c a n a t l e a s t t a l k ab o u t
cul t u r e , . . .
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