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f rom the re . Th i s sub j e c t of di scr i m i n a t i o n beca us e of sexual
orien t a t i o n i s o n e t h a t i s no t go i n g t o go a w ay , a t l ea s t n ot as
long as I'm a member of the Legislature. I have offered a bill
on numerous occas i o ns . I wi l l cont i nue t o of f e r a b i l l i f
necessary. Wha t I consider to be a better use of time, a more
eff i c i e n t u s e o f t i m e , i s t he ad v a ncement o f t ha t bi l l so t hat
t he su b j e c t c a n b e de b a t e d i n t h e co n t ex t o f t h a t b i l l . Any
opinion that a person has which he or she desires to offer could
b e o f f e r e d du r i ng t h a t de b a t e , a n d i t wo u l d b e a ma t t e r o f
r ecord . Bu t i f t he bi l l i s no t go i ng t o be br o u gh t t o t he
f loor, I must use other instrumentalities. Bills of other s
provide t hat oppor t u n i t y . I men t i on e d t o t he c o mmi t t e e t hi s
morning when we were in Executive Session that a U.S. executive
order had been implemented prohibiting discrimination based on
sexual orientation in federal agencies. Ex ec utive Order 1 3 087
amended Executive O rder 11478. It was signed on Nay 28, 1998,
and its purpose was to provide a uniform policy for the federal
government t o pr oh i b i t di sc r i mi na t i on based on sexual
orientation. Section 1 of the amendatory Executive Order 1 1478
s ays t he f ol l ow i n g : ' I t i s t he po l i c y o f t h e Go v e r n men t o f t he
United States'...I want th i s language to sink in . The
government o f the United Sta tes of America, with liberty and
j us t i c e f o r s ome , b u t d e f i n i t e l y no t a l l . Wh a t i s t he
g overnment o f t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s o f Ame r i c a ? Ab r a h am L i n co l n
t ook a s h ot a t i t . He sa i d , t ha t g o v e r n m en t o f t h e p e op l e , by
the people, an d fo r the people. But do the people constitute
t he g o v e r n ment ? No . I s t h e g o v e r nm en t a co l l e c t i o n o f t he
t hree b r anc h e s ­-executive, l egislative, j udicial­- and t h e
various agencies that have p roliferated? Is that what the
government is? That ce rtainly is the formal structure of the
government. Does the government consist of the laws, based on
the constitution? Is the Constitution of the United States the
g overnment of the United States? No . Is the con stitution t h e
d ocument t ha t gover ns t he gover n ment of t he Uni t ed S ta t e s ?
Supposedly. And how does the government react to that document
which governs it? It depends on which political party is in
power and which particular brand of madness is sweeping through
the country. But the Preamble, which is n o part of the
operative language of the constitution, starts: 'We t he pe o p l e
of the Un ited St ates, in order to form a more perfect union.'
T hat i s g r amna t i ca l l y i n ac c u r a t e . It i s logically
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