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bill, and I would ask for your support. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a nk y ou , Se n a t o r Pe d e r s o n . You ' v e h e a r d
the opening on LB 52. ( Visitors introduced.) Mr. Clerk, an
amendment .

CLERK: Senator Cham bers wo uld mov e to amend , FA 1 161
(Legislative Journal page 556.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Chambers to open on FA1161 to LB 52.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Tha nk you. Mr . President, members of the
Legi s l a t u r e , t h i s i s a n amen dm en t s i mi l a r t o t h e o ne t h a t I
o f f e r e d t h e o t he r da y . I t r e l a t e s t o p r o h i b i t i n g d i sc r i mi na t i o n
based on sexual orientation. LB 52 is not a bill whose contents
I have any problem with. So I want Senator Pederson an d tho se
who su p p o r t h i s b i l l t o k n ow t h a t my am e n dment i n n o way wi l l
h inde r w h a t t h ey ' re t r y i n g t o do . An d wh a t i s i t t h a t I ' m
t r y i n g t o do , you m ig h t w o nder . I am t r y i ng t o b r i ng N e b r a ska
i n l i n e w i t h a po l i c y t hat i s humane, j us t , and c i v i l i zed . I
had o f f e r ed t h i s a me n d ment o n a no t h e r b i l l l a st we e k . Se n a t o r
Schimek asked me had a vote been taken in the Business and Labor
Commit te e o n my b i l l , wh i ch wa s d r a f t e d t o p r o h i b i t
d is c r i m i n a t i o n b a se d o n se x ua l o r i e n t a t i o n , d i s c r i mi n a t i o n i n
e mployment . A t t h a t t i me , n o vo t e h a d b e en t a ke n . A v o t e wa s
taken this morning, and the bill did not advance because, out of
the seven members on the committee, four voted against advancing
t he b i l l . Two r i g h t e ou s m e n v o t e d t o ad v a n c e t he b i l l . On e
i nd i v i d ua l , wh o m D a n t e sa i d wi l l h av e a p l a ce i n t h e h o t t e s t
part of Hade s, on e of those whom Jesus said, I want you to be
hot o r c o l d , i f you ' r e l uk e warm I ' l l sp e w yo u ou t of my mout h ,
one o f t hose di d not vot e . Peop l e i n a l eg i s l at i ve set t i ng ,
whether on the floor or in the committee, may do as they please,
and need not even give an explanation. There's nothing in the
constitution that compels a member to ever open his or her mouth
once that oath ha s been taken, as far as I know. T here is no
statute that requires a senator t o participate i n deb ate o r
explain a vote . We certainly have no rules that require such.
So what we do as men an d wome n of the w orld , as p rac tical
politicians, is to d raw inferences, make deductions, arrive at
conclusions based on the circumstantial evidence we have, and go
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