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everybody c o n t r i b u t i ng . I t h i n k t ha t ' s v e r y d e f e n s i b l e , an d I
don' t t h i n k we n e e d t o b ac k u p o r ap o l o g i z e f o r t h a t . Th e o t he r
i ssue I ' d l i ke t o r e sp on d t o i s , Se na t o r L a nd i s me n t i o ne d
Senator Coordsen and his concern with this issue, and th e fac t
that, oh, it ' s so rt of a copay idea. If you' re going to have
someone v o t e f o r an ov e r r i de , we l l , i f t h ey h a v e t o ma ke a t
least some sor t o f a paym e nt, if it's going to cost them at
l eas t s o m e t h i n g , we l l , t ha t ' s i mp o r t a n t , b e ca u s e a p e r so n ma y
focus only on their financial interest in a public issue, not on
t he p ub l i c g o od . We l l , ag a i n , g o i ng b a c k t o my f i r s t p o i n t , I
t h in k t ha t ' s a n i s su e t h at we ne e d t o f i g h t . I t h i n k mo s t
citizens o f the pub l ic.. . I ' m en c ou r a g e d .

. .do b e l i ev e t ha t
t hey . ..or do respond according to what they feel is the g enuine
public need . Su re , if it beco mes an ove rwhelming burden
financially, that has to come into play, certainly. But they' re
going tn focus in their decision making on what is needed a s a
par t o f t he g e ne r a l p u b l i c g o o d . Se n a t o r Co o r d se n , I t h i nk
Senator Landis wa s right, was pa r ticularly c oncerned a bout
override elections that might occur in an area where you have a
smal l c om m u n i ty wi t h . . .o r r u r a l c omm u n i t y wi t h a sc h oo l
surrounded by ag lan d, th a t peo ple in the community may be
encouraged to vote for the override. Those in the ag land a rea
would e nd u p h a v i n g t o p ay f o r i t . Th e on l y wa y y o u ' r e r e a l l y
going t o c o r r e c t t h a t i s i f y o u se t u p a v o t i ng me c h a n i s m wh e r e
you v o t e . . .your vote co unts in pro portion t o the number of
dollars you' ll pay if the issue passes. And clearly, w e don' t
do t h a t . I d o n ' t t h i n k i t ' s wi se t o d o t h a t . An d t h i s wo u l d
not g e t u s an yw h e r e n e a r d o i n g t h a t . T h i s wo u l d s i mp l y mak e a
sort of a simple and imprecise correction, which puts us further
away f r om t he not i o n o f en c o u r a g in g p e opl e t o co o p e r a t e , st at e
and local government, on the p rov ision o f impo rtant p u blic
services, and in addition, I feel, creates, in a sense, a class
of victims­ -people who are low-income, are genuinely needy in
t erms o f t h e h ome s t e ad e x em p t i o n , an d e n d u p g e t t i n g st u ck
b esid es . I wou l d em p h a s iz e , f i na l l y , t h i s i s n o t ne e d e d . Th e
homestead exemption program is statutory. If we' re too rich on
t hat , w e c an cu t ba c k . I f we ' v e g o t i t t a r g e t e d t o t h e wr on g
people, we can change that. There are statutory changes that we
can m a k e wi t ho u t d o i n g a co n s t i t u t i o n a l ame n dment t h a t I t h i n k
c an address the issues that Senator Redfield has ra i sed, an d
they are valid issues, except for the issue where you are going
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