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L egi s l a t u r e . I am g o i n g t o su p p o r t t h e co mmi t t e e a men d men t ,
b ecause I a g r e e wi t h Se n a t o r La n d i s t ha t I t h i n k i t mo r e n e a r l y
d i r e c t s t h e i n t e n t t h a t Se na t o r Red f i e l d h ad i n mi n d . I a m,
however, going to oppose the advancement of the resolution. And
I wa n t e d t o r ea l l y t a l k mo st l y ab ou t t h a t . I ob v i ou sl y am
conflicted here. Senator Schimek was kind enough to point out
t o me t h a t I h a d s i g n ed o n t o t h e b i l l , e v en t h o u g h I am n o w
o ppos in g i t . I ex p l a i n e d t o h e r t h a t I k n ew e a r l y on t h a t i t
was a bad idea, but I was afraid everybody wouldn't understand
it was a bad idea, so I needed to have the opportunity...well,
s o much f o r t ha t . At any r at e , i t i s an i n t er es t i n g i ss u e , a n d
I t h i n k o ne t h a t y ou c an m o v e b a c k a nd f o r t h o n . I ' m n o t g o i ng
t o m o ve a g a i n , t h ou g h . I ' m ag a i n st i t n ow , an d l e t me e xp l a i n
to you why. Again, the mechanism of the homestead exemption is
t hat yo u a r e . . . w i t h t h a t p r og r am, t h e p r o p e r t y t ax e s , i n e f f ec t ,
are collected, but rather than from those individuals, they' re
col l e c t e d f r om t he s t a t e . So Se n a t o r Re d f i e l d i s e x a c t l y r i g h t .
It is a state funded program. It is aimed, of course, at a
certain group of taxpayers, low-income and low-house value. So
there ar e s l i d i ng s ca l e s on b o t h . I f y o u g e t b e l o w a c e r t a i n
i ncome l e v e l , y o u a r e co mp l e t e l y ex e m p t , o r y ou b e co me a f u l l
b enef i c i a r y o f t h e h om e s t e a d e x e mp t i o n p r og r a m , up t o a ho u s e
value of a certain amount. So, for example, if you have a house
value, depending a little bit on where you' re located, of, say,
u nder $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 , a nd y o u h a ve a n i n co m e o f u n d er $1 5 , 00 0 , sa y , y ou
would not pay property taxes; the state would pick that up for
you. Cur rently, the way i t i s, t hat would be your total
p ropert y t a x o bl i ga t i o n , w h e t he r i t ' s on a vot er -ap p r o ve d bon d
issue or one that is improved...approved indirectly by voters by
electing either local board members or state representatives or
a l l t h e o t h e r of f i c i al s t he y el ec t . Now, t her e i s a s l i d i ng
scale , s o t o sp e ak . As you r in co me moves up fr o m t h e q u a l i f y i ng
l evel , $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 . . .and I t h i nk Sen a t o r Re d f i e l d me n t i o n e d i t i s
indexed...then you begin to pay a percentage of that property
tax obligation. And of course, any house value you have above a
certain level is not exempt. So you have to pay property taxes
o n that. My concern is this. Suppose you have a person who i s
d est i t u t e i n t e r ms o f b o t h ho u se a nd i n co me , v e r y l o w i n c om e ,
very low house value, really have no money to pay any property
tax, don't even have enough money, maybe, to buy food. Suppose
there is a local bond issue that is passed, and suppose this
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