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actua l l y mi m i c s l an g u a g e t h a t we h ad l a s t ye a r a n d I t h i n k t ha t
the i n t e n t o f t he c omm i t t e e am e ndment i s ve r y , ve r y p l a i n , an d
certainly we wan' language in our constitution to be very, v ery
p la i n . Wh e n we a r e l oo k i n g a t p r o g r a m s a t t he l oc a l l e v e l t ha t
are funded by property taxes, especially when we are looking at
schools bec a use o f o u r e q u a li za t i o n f o r m u l a , I t hi nk w e h av e t o
be very cognizant of the equity issue and not look at a ...or
create a situation where, in fact, we can create very, very
dissimilar resources for the local districts and local school
chi l d r e n . So I t h i n k t h i s i s a g o o d a me n dment a n d I f u l l y
suppor t i t . T ha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Redfield. Senator Raikes,
on Revenue Committee amendments.

SENATOR RAIKES: Tha nk you, Mr. President and m embers o f the
Legi s l a t u r e . I ' m g o i n g t o . . . I d on ' t k n ow w h a t I ' m go i n g t o do
on th e c o mmi t t ee am e ndment . I g u e s s I ' l l t a l k mo r e ab o u t wh a t
i s b o t h t h e co m m it t e e am e ndment a n d t h e b i l l a n d t h e i d e a I f
you look at the committee statement, this wa s a some thing to
one, a n d I wa s t h e o n e , an d I wan t t o ex p l a i n a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t
why. And I t h ink the idea has been eloquently presented, both
b y Sena to r R e df i e l d a n d Se n a t o r L an d i s , t h a t we ' r e p r e su mi n g
that you, as a person qualifying for a homestead exemption, are
going t o be pe r su a d e d , in f l u e n c i n g yo u r v o t e , b y t he f ac t t h a t
you may n ot have to pay for some or all of it­-a r easonab l e
p ropos i t i on a n d ce r t a i n l y on e t h a t I c a n ' t f u l l y a r g u e a g a i n s t .
What I wo u l d t e l l y ou t ho u gh i s t h a t , i n t he c a se o f s c ho o l s , we
support, we the state , we the citizens of the state, support
l oca l sc h o o l d i s t r i c t s i n t h e op e r a t i o n a l bu d g e t o f t h e s ch o o l .
Our policy is that school buildings are a local issue. They' re
to be supported locally. So it seems to me to be c o ntrary for
us to say it 's ok ay for you to support the operation of your
school but not a building. And I unde rstand t hat w e ' re not
necessarily saying that you cannot build a building, but we' re
somehow pu t t i ng t h a t d e c i s i o n on a l o we r l ev e l , o n e t h a t we a s a
s tat e a r e g o i ng t o b a c k aw a y f r o m . I d o n ' t t h i nk t h a t ' s a g o o d
idea. In effect , t h e idea is that for local taxea there are
t hose w h i c h a r e l ev i e d t hr ou g h a r ep r e s e n t a t i v e t h a t y ou e l e c t
that are okay . The o nes that you vote for directly are, in a
sense, not okay . T hose ar e some thing that we as state rea lly
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