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once we determine in our homestead exemption program th at you
qualify for a ce r tain percentage, we can't distinguish between
voter-approved property taxes and t he other nonv oter-approved
property taxes. So the amendment before you would place before
the voters the clarification that would determine for us what ,
in f a c t , t he i r in t e n t i s . Be cau s e L B 1 1 1 4 w as a bi l l c r e a t e d by
the Legislature a fter th i s language was ever included in our
constitution, wh ich in fact a llo wed levy over rides t o be
approved by the voters, and of course bonds have been around for
a lo ng t i me fo r co n st r u c t i o n . The l an gu ag e i s f o und o n pa g e 3
of the Legislative Resolution, and the new language added in the
green copy says: or provide that any such resi dence ac t ually
occupied as the homestead is exempt from all or any part of the
levy assessed on any. ..on such portion of the value by one or
more political su bdivisions as determined by the Legislature.
The connnit tee am e ndment re s t r u c t u r e s th a t l a n g ua g e . I s uppor t
it. It's more clear and we will address that in the conanittee
amendments, but it clarifies very, very clearly that we' re
talking about voter-approved or nonvoter-approved property
taxes. So w e will actually b e ge t ting de finition f rom our
voters as to whe t her in fact the y want the Legislature to
consider those voter-approved issues. One of the concerns that
Senator Coordsen brought t o us is that, in fact, you may have
connnunit ie s t h at ha v e a l a r ge pr o p o r t i o n of pe o p le of l ow i nco me
who, in fact, have large exemptions, a nd maybe 100 percent
exemption, under our honmstead exemption. W hen a levy override
or a bond issue comes up before them, t hey may somehow th ink
that I don't have to pay for this because the state is paying my
portion o f th e prop erty taxes so it doesn't matter, so if you
want it, sure, okay. But that does leave th e peop le, who in
fact ar e pay i ng th o s e p r o p e r t y ta x e s i n f u l l , t o be a r t he b r unt
of that decision. I think that his concern was that, in fact ,
you have an impartial decision when you make that choice at the
ballot booth that, in fact, you know that you' re choosing to pay
for something yourself when you vote for it. So I am p la cing
that before you. I think that we' ll probably have a great deal
of discussion and questions on this, because we n e ver want to
amend our cons titution w i thout go od cau s e. And , Sen at or
Cudaback, I t hi nk t ha t we ' l l p r ob ab l y wa nt t o l ook a t t he
amendment. Tha n k y o u .
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