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SENATOR HARTNETT : N o . No , Omah a . .

SENATOR ERDNAN: So . . .

S ENATOR HA R T NETT : . . .Omaha a l r e a d y h a s t he 4 ce nt s . I t ' s a l l
the other counties besides Omaha.

SENATOR ERDNAN: O k a y. We l l , l e t ' s Use a d i f f e r en t c i t y t he n .
Say t ha t a di f f e r e nt c i t y bu i l ds a con v e n t i o n c e n te r , a nd wi t h i n
their convention c enter, and they use some of this money to do
t hat , t he y bu i l d a hot e l f a c i l i t y wi t hi n t ha t c on v e n t i o n c e n te r .
Then the other hotels in the state, or that c onanunity, however
t hi s i s s e t up , pa y s i nt o a f und t ha t go es t o bu i l d a f a c i l i t y
that is in direct competition with them as a private hotel? Is
that true or not?

S ENATOR HARTNETT: It dea ls only with tourism attraction. It
doesn't allow them to build hotels.

SENATOR ERDNAN : But if t hey bu ilt a c o nvention center, are they
a l lowed t o d o t ha t ?

SENATOR HARTNETT: T he ( i nau d i b l e ) , we cou l d l i mi t . . . I woul d be
amenable t o ame ndment to...so they wouldn't have another hotel
within a convention center.

SENATOR ERDNAN: W e ll, and the only reason I, you know, I t h ink
that's an iss ue, because if it's a...if a convention center is
tourism, which I think a lot of the contnunities that I see in my
area are building a convention center inside of h o tels, bu t I
also know that, say in Gering, they' ve got a convention center
that they attract people in and that's a part of t h eir to urism
attraction a s we l l, I wou ld be m ore inclined or be at least
a l l e v i a t e d f r om s ome o f m y c o n c e rn s o n t h at s i de i f we ' v e got
hotel s t ha t a r e p ay i ng i n o r t he comn u n i t y i s c ol l e c t i ng a
lodging tax against some hotels an d th e n tu r ning ar ound and
using that as direct competition against those same individuals
i n t h e i d e a t ha t t hi s i s pr om o t i n g t our i s m . So I don ' t . . .a nd I
appreciate your willingness, and I don't know the answer, but if
that is true , the re's no lim itations on that, I think we at
l east n e e d t o l ook a t i t . I don ' t know i f we ne e d t o j us t j ump
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