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tourist attractions. That cumulative effect over time means
that their tourist attractions get better and better, and ours
get staler a staler, because we're not investing, and we
continue to lose out. And I don't know about you, but I'm tired
of going to hotels and motels in New York and other places of
the country and getting our pocket picked and then, when those
people come here to Nebraska, we're not taxing them at nearly as
high a rate. So if you want to develop the tourist industry,
and I think that that's one thing that we really need to do in
this state because there is some considerable potential there,
and I would strenuously argue with respect to rural Nebraska,
and of course this bill gives...doesn't mandate but gives the
opportunity to rural Nebraska to engage itself further in
tourism, but I think that tourism is one of those supplemental
industries that can assist agriculture in the rural communities
in keeping viable communities out and around the countryside. I
passed out a couple of charts to you that I happened to have in
my file. One of them you might want to look at. It's called
lodging tax revenues for the states...for the state and
counties, at the top, and it shows you, by county, what a
2 percent lodging tax brings in. Now, the reason we have these
figures is because you'll recall there's already a 2 percent
lodging tourism promotion tax, and it happens that all these
counties on the list have chosen to have that tax. What Senator
Hartnett is proposing is that they would have the choice of
having an additional 2 percent, not...which would not go to
promotion but which would go to actual facilities improvement,
creating tourist attractions, enhancing tourist attractions.
But that's also 2 percent, 1like the already in existence
promction tax 1is, 8o by 1looking at this chart you can see
approximately what your counties would raise by levying an
additional 2 percent tax. Now I think you car just count a
whole number of situations across the state where there are
viable opportunities to promote tourism and increase revenues to
particular counties, and I almost hesitate to mention it, but
the Kearney Arch 1is one of them. You know, they've
reestablished their financial situation. They are going to be
viable. It exists. We need...it draws in people from out of
state. We need to make it work, and I know that they want to
make it work, and this 1lodging tax, for example, would be
available to Buffalo County, if...
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