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t our i s t a t t r ac t i on s . Tha t cu mu l a t i v e e f f e c t o ve r t i me mea n s
that their t o urist attractions get better and better, and ours
get staler a sta ler, be cause w e' re not investing, an d we
cont inue t o l os e o u t . And I don ' t kno w a b ou t y o u , b u t I ' m t i r ed
o f g o i n g t o h o t e l s a n d mo t e l s i n Ne w Yo r k an d o t h e r p l a c e s o f
the country and getting our pocket picked and then, when tho se
people come here to Nebraska, we' re not taxing them at nearly as
high a rate . So if you want to develop the tourist industry,
a nd I t h i nk t h a t t h a t ' s o ne t h i n g t h a t we r e a l l y n e e d t o d o i n
this state b e cause there is some considerable potential there,
and I would strenuously argue with respect t o rura l Neb raska,
and of course this bill gives...doesn't mandate but gives the
opportunity to rural Nebraska to engage itself further in
tourism, but I t h ink that tourism is one of those supplemental
industries that can assist agriculture in the rural communities
i n keep ing v i a b l e c ommuni t i e s o u t a n d a r o und t h e c o u n t r y s id e . I
passed out a couple of charts to you that I happened to have in
my f i l e . On e o f t h em y o u m i g ht wa nt t o l oo k a t . I t ' s c a l l ed
lodging tax revenues f or the states...for the state and
count i es , a t t he t op , a nd i t shows you , by count y , what a
2 percent lodging tax brings in. N ow, the reason we have these
figures is because you' ll recall there's already a 2 p ercent
l odg in g t o u r i sm p r omo t i on t ax , a n d i t h a p pe ns t h a t a l l t he se
c ount i e s on t h e l i s t h a v e ch o s e n t o h av e t ha t t a x . Wha t Se n a t o r
Hartn e t t i s p r o p o s i ng i s t h a t t h ey wou l d h a ve t h e ch o i ce o f
h avin g a n ad d i t i o n a l 2 p e r c en t , n o t . . .wh i ch wo u l d n o t g o t o
p romot i o n b ut wh i c h wo u l d g o t o a c t u a l f a c i l i t i e s i mp r ov e m e n t ,
creating tourist a t tra tions, e nhancing t ourist attractions.
But that's a lso 2 pe rcent, l ike the alr eady in exis tence
p romot i o n t ax i s , so b y l o o k i n g a t t h i s c h a r t y o u ca n s ee
approximatel y w ha t y o u r count i es wou l d r a i se by l evy i ng an
a ddi t i o na l 2 per ce n t t ax . Now I t hi nk you c a n j u s t cou n t a
whole number of situations across the state where there are
v iable o p po r t u n i t i es t o pr o mot e t o u r i s m and i n c r e ase r e v enues t o
particular counties, an d I al most hesitate to mention it, but
the Kearney Arch is one of th em. You kn o w, t h e y ' v e
r ees t a b l i sh ed t he i r f i n an c i a l s i t u a t i on . The y a r e g o i ng t o b e
viable. It exists. We need.. . i t d r a w s i n p e o p l e f r om ou t of
sta te . We n e ed t o ma k e i t wo r k , a n d I kn o w t h a t t he y wa nt t o
make it work, and this lodging tax, for e xample, would be
avai l a b l e t o B u ff a l o C o u n ty , i f . . .
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