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we a r e en d i ng u p wi t h o ne o f t he h i g h e s t a s se s s ment s i n t h e
count r y f o r t h i s p u r p o s e . Bu t t h e ot h e r c o nc e r n t ha t I h a v e i s
that it is tending to pick on the hotel/motel industry. In some
ways, I t h i nk we o u g h t t o c o n s i de r b r o a d e n i ng i t t o t h e f o o d
indus t r y a n d s ome ot he r s t h a t g a i n a l o t o f b e n 'it from the
t our i s m i n d u st r i e s co m i n g i n . I h a ve b ee n a s up p o r t e r o f t h e
tourism industry. It brin g s in lots of outside dollars from
outside the state, which I think is very critical, especially in
t hese t i mes , b u t i t see ms l i ke w e e n d u p p i ck i n g o n t h e l odg i ng
industry most of a ll, and that's what my motel operators are
concerned about, that there's no corresponding increase on other
indust r i e s t h a t be n e f i t p r ob a b l y e v en more. Obv i ou s l y , I ' m a
Lewis and Clark supporter and I think we' re going to see a huge
i n f l u x o f p e op l e f r om a c r o s s t he wo r l d , b u t p e r ha p s w e ou g ht t o
t ake a l a rge r per sp e c t i v e o n w ha t we ' r e g o i n g t o t r y t o do t o
r eceive t h e b e n e f i t s o f t hat t r av e l a n d n o t j us t on t he t our i sm
i ndust ry . Now, I ' m n ot p r e p a r e d t o da y t o o f f er any t h i n g a s a n
a l t e r n a t i v e o r an i nc r e as e , b u t a t t h i s po i n t I am r e l u c t a n t t o
p ut t h i s a dd i t i o n a l b u r d e n o n l y o n t h e l od g i n g i n du st r y . And I
appreciate the fact that our larger cities apparently want to do
it. I'm not so sure whether it's that way across the state. So
I , t o o , a m r e l u c t a n t a t t h i s p o i n t t o ex p a nd t h i s ac c e s s i b i l i t y
to other c o unties a c ross th e state unless I hear a broader,
grass-roots support for it. T hank you.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr . S peaker, members of the Leg islature, I
would l i ke t o spea k i n s t r o n g s u ppor t of t h i s par t i cul a r b i l l .
The tou r i s m i n d u s t r y i n N e b r a ska i s , i f you l ook at i t c ompa r e d
to tourism industries across the c ountry, is not one of the
well-developed ones, and part of the reason that it's not one of
the better developed ones is because we don't invest in it as
much a s ma n y ot he r s t at es d o. I t ' s s i mp l y , at l eas t f r om t h e
figures I have, and I'm passing them out to you and you can look
at them and see what you think, but it's simply not true that
o ur l odg i n g t ax and o v e r a l l t ax s t r u c t u r e i s h i g h e r t h a n o t h e r
places. In fact, it's generally lower, and considerably lower
when you get outside of Omaha, than in other a:eas of the
countr y And wh a t ' s ha p pen ing i s t hat t ho s e o t h e r ar e a s o f t he
country are taking these tax r evenues and developing their
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