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a l l . I t ' s s i mp l y u p t o ea ch o n e o f t he co u n t y , t he co u n t y
board Al l t he f un d s s i m p l y w i l l f l ow b a c k t h r o ug h e v e r y . . . t he
county board has to approve all the budgets, what it's spent for
a nd so f o r t h , s o i t . . .wh a t . . . I t h i n k wh a t t h e h o t e l p e op l e s a i d
in the hearing is that they have to pay the tax. They really
d on' t . Th ey s i mp l y c o l l e c t t h e t a x An d a n o t h e r ch a r t t ha t I
d idn ' t pa ss o u t wi t h t he Om a h a . . .wit h t h e ma j o r c i t i e s i n . . wi t h
NCSL st u d y wi t h . . .O maha i s r i g h t i n t h e mi d d l e , a s f a r a s t ax e s
are concerned for lodging, related to Denver, Des Moines, Kansas
City and so forth. So we' re really not...and t h a t ' s wi t h Omah a
wit h a 2 p e r c en t t a x . So I t h i n k t h e i r a r g u m en t i s t ha t t he y
h ave t o p ay t h e t a x . Tha t ' s s i mp l y no t . . . t h a t ' s i n co r r e c t .
They simply will collect the tax.

SENATOR ERDMAN: Ok a y . And I wa s j u s t . . . I r i s e f o r t ha t ma i n
p oin t , w as t o c l a r i f y t h a t I b e l i e v e t h e Ho t e l As s o c i a t i on a s a
whole wo u l d su p p o r t t h e ame n d m en t t ha t wa s a d op t e d , b u t t he
Hotel Association as a w hole do e sn't s u pport the und erlying
b i l l . Th e o t h e r i n f o r ma t i o n t h a t I h a v e s h o w s t h a t Om aha r a n k s
in the top five as far as highest tourism tax localities in t he
country, and I think that speaks back to the issue of having the
local taxation. And some of the concerns that I' ve heard from
s ome o f t h e h o t e l i nd i v i d ua l s a c r o ss t h e s t a t e i s wha t t ha t d oe s
for them as far as being able to get r eturn customers once
t hey ' ve f ou n d o u t t ha t l od g i ng t a x i s h i g h . I ' m g o i n g t o s i t
and listen on LB 99. I'm not overwhelmingly supportive at t h is
t ime , an d I ' v e r ec e i v e d a l o t o f ca l l s f r om p e op l e i n my
d is t r i c t a n d I ne e d t o d o a l i t t l e mo r e b a c k g r o u n d a nd l o ok on
t hat , b u t my ma i n p o i n t wa s j u st t o mak e su r e t h a t t h e r e c o r d
was clear on the l etter t hat we had rece ived from Sen ator
Hartn e t t . Th a n k y ou .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Erdman. Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN : Mr . Pr e s i d en t , memb e r s o f t h e b od y , I t oo
h ave some r e s e r v a t i on s a b o u t t h i s b i l l a nd I am g e t t i ng c a l l s
f rom m y d i s t r i c t a b ou t t h i s v e r y t h i n g , e x t e nd i ng i t , a nd t he
reason I have mixed emotions, I do understand w h at's g o ing on
h ere a nd I u nd e r st a nd t h a t i t i s a l o c a l b oa r d t o ma k e t h a t
decision. What does concern me is, as I' ve come to find out, as
I ' ve t r av e l e d t he co u n t r y an d t h e n c o m e b a c k t o Nebraska , t h a t
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