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hear the words spoken about how fair-minded Nebraskans are, how
generous Nebraskans are, how compassionate Nebraskans are. I'm
not a p p e a l i n g t o co m p a s s io n , I ' m n o t a p p e a l i ng t o g e n e r o s i t y ,
but I am appe aling to fair-mindedness. The question, as I' ve
t ol d m y c o l l e ag u e s o n t h e Bu s i n e s s a nd L ab o r C o mmi t t ee a nd I ' v e
said t o an y b od y wi t h wh om I ' m h av i ng a d i s cu s s i o n o n t h i s
subject, the question that resolves all other questions for me
i s t he f o l l owi ng : I s t h i s i nd i v i du a l a h um a n b ei n g? An d my
answer , u n e q u iv o c a l l y , i s y e s . Su c h b e i ng t h e c a se , t h a t h uma n
being is ent itled t o p ro per treatment a s every other human
being, and we don't do it b ecause w e ' re compassionate t oward
that pe rson bu t because we have some respect for ourselves and
the principles we espouse. Some body has got to s tand up and
make a pl ay f or . . . a p l e a f o r j u st i ce , co m mon d e c e n cy , a nd I ' m
wi l l i ng t o d o t h a t . a nd t he b e st a n d m o s t ap p r o p r i a t e p l a ce t o
do it is on the floor of the Legislature, because we have the
power a n d t h e o b l i g a t i o n t o e l i mi n a t e u n j u s t d i s c r i mi n a t i o n .
Rel i g i o us p e op l e wan t t o d r a g r e l i g i o n i n t o i t . Th i s h a s
noth i n g t o d o wi t h r e l i g i o n . Th i s h a s t o do wi t h p e op l e w h o a r e
either residents of this state or citizens of this state and, as
such, t he y ' re e n t i t l ed t o p r o t e c t i o n . Pe op l e wh o sp e a k a g a i n st
t hi s b i l l wh e n I ' v e o f f e r ed i t i n t h e f o r m o f a b i l l , p e op l e wh o
wil l spe a k ag a i n s t t he am e n dment wi l l n o t sa y t ha t t he y b e l i e v e
in d i sc r i mi n a t i o n . No , t h a t i s t o o h o n e s t a nd t ho se wo r d s
condemn them, so they tap -dance around the issue. If it's a
male senator, he tap-dances around it like F red A st ~ire . If
it's a female, she tap-dances around it like Ginger Rogers. B ut
i n e i t h e r ca s e , i t ' s p u ssy f o o t i n g o n t h e p a r t o f ma l e an d f e m a le
who adop t t h a t u n j u s t a t t i t u d e . An d , a s I ' v e sa i d a b o ut o t h e r s ,
you could stretch a keyboard from the Atlantic. . .

SPEAKER BROMM : One m in ut e .

SENATOR CH A MBERS : . . . Coast t o t h e Pa c i f i c Coa s t a n d t h ey wou l d
dance f r o m c o a s t t o co a st o n t h a t k e yb o a r d wi t h o u t s t r i k i n g a
note, they a re suc h pu s syfooters. I wonder , as I' ve said
before, about these prayers that are offered every morning, and
I d o n ' t hea r t h e s e p e op l e wh e n t h ey e n d i t sa y i n t h e n ame o f
the Father, who is the father of everybody except somebody whose
s exua l o r i e n t a t i on i s d i f f e r e n t , t h e So n , ~h o d i e d f o r a l l h uma n
beings who are sin cursed except those wk:~se sexual orientation
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