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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Okay.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Remember this. The constitution is the basic
or t h e f u n da me n t a l l aw o f t he s t a t e . Ev e r y t h i n g t ha t we do i s
subject to the constitution and the limitations that are placed
on us as a Legislature. When we enact a statute, we can change
that if it turns out that we made a m ist ake or it's enac ted
contrary to the constitution. If w e change the constitution,
and ten unanticipated consequences result, f ive, fo ur, th ree,
t wo, o r o ne , we c an n ot sa y t o t he c ou r t , we l l , we d i d n ' t me an
that, so we don't want it to apply that way. No , what we said
is wha t t h e co n s t i t u t i o n m e a n s , whe t h e r we me a n t i t t o me a n t h a t
or not. So whe n we are unclear of the reach of this language,
we shou l d n ot p u t i t i n t h e c o n st i t u t i on . We sh o u l d n o t a sk t he
p ubl i c t o pu t i t i n t h e c o n s t i t u t i on . I do n ' t k n ow wh a t t he
problem i s tha t is being addressed by this language. If there
is a problem because there are some local people who want to run
for the Legislature and keep their jobs, then c r aft a statu te
t ha t s ay s , a n y p e r so n ho l d i n g .wh o i s n o t h o l d i ng e l e ct ed
office shall be entitled t o run for the .. .may r u n f o r t he
L egi s l a t u r e . I f t h a t ' s wh a t i t i s . I ' d l i k e t o a s k Se n a t o r
Schimek a question. Senator Schimek, exactly what office are we
talking about that these employees would want to run for.

SPEAKER BROMM: S enator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: The Legislature.

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: So why don't you just say, i n the same way
that there's a s tatute that allows people in rural areas where
ther e ' s spa r se po p u l a t i on t o h o l d mor e t h an on e o f f i ce , j u s t
say. . . I d on ' t kn o w t h a t I ' d ag r e e wi t h i t . . . t ha t a n e m p lo y e e o f
a political subdivision may run for the Legis lature w i thout
relinquishing his or her jo b? Then we would discuss it as a
legislative issue, and see whether or no t that 's good pub l ic
policy. Bu t if it 's put in the constitution, that's it, no
matter how many t h ings we have n't co nsidered, or hc ~ m any
mistakes we may hav e made. A nd t h at's what I would suggest.
But I wa nt t o ma k e i t c l e a r t h a t t he r e ' s n o wa y I wi l l sup p o r t
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