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I k i n d o f l i gh t e n t h e mood , bu t I ' m t ak i n g i t ser i ous l y .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: I know.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I hope you understand that. And a lso, I
don't mean to be attacking you by my questions.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: I understand.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Why do we have the words 'o f t he st a t e ' i n
l ine 15 ? The ph r ase wou l d be 'An employee o f a pol i t i ca l
subdivision of the state.'

SENATOR SCHIMEK: I t ' s p r ob a b l y n o t a b so l u t e l y n e ce s s a r y .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But what courts say is t hat every wo r d o r
phrase in the constitution must be taken to have a meaning, and
i t m us t b e c o n s t r u e d .

S ENATOR SCHIMEK: And the meaning is clear in the language. Bu t
s ince i t i s r ef er e n c i n g t h e a b ov e l ang u age , I t h i nk t ha t i t
w ould be c l e a r t h a t i t i s o f t h e st a t e . I t ma y b e u n n e c e s s a r y
language.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Because you know what this language ca n do?
By implication, it can authorize us to create a new category of
pol i t i c a l su b d i v i s i o n , n o t l oca l , not cou n t y , b u t o f t he s t at e .
S o we ha v e t he s e c o n s t i t u t i on a l o f f i ces a n d o f f i ce r s . We ha v e
the Legislature. T hen we have local. Bu t b etween there we
create a new c ategory of political subdivision, nf the state.
And the r e a son I ' m s a y i n g i t , i f al l you mean i s a pol i t i cal
subdivision, it would be good to at least strike that language.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: An d I don't think that would be a problem at
all, Senator, but ...

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. A n d maybe I could have just gotten t o
i t qu i ck e r t h a n t h e wa y I di d i t . But now I ' m g o i n g t o go b a c k
t o my d i s cu s s i o n . Th a t ' s a l l t ha t I wa n t e d t o as k y o u , Se n a t o r
Schimek .
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