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SENA OR CUDABACK: Senator Schimek, would you respond?

SENATOR SCHINEK: Y es . Wo uld you repeat your question, please,
j us t o n c e ?

SENATOR LOUDEN: I was wondering if someone from the...like, for
instance, the Game and Parks Commission, could be elected to the
L egi s l a t u r e . An d i f so , c o u l d t h e y ev en t u a l l y , t he o r e t i c a l l y ,
end up as being the Chairman on the Natural Resources Committee,
by the way this wording is written in here'?

SENATOR SCHINEK: Well , you kno w, I ' m going to have to ask
c ommit t e e co u n s e l . Bec au s e m y i m med i a te r e a c t i on i s t ha t t h a t
person is an emp l oyee o f the state government. But if I'm
u nder . . . i f I ' m t h i n k i n g t h i s t h r o u g h c o r r e c t l y , I be l i ev e t h a t
question is up in the air, whether they could run or not,
because of the ~Conwa decision. And Senator Ch a mbers .a nd i
d on' t wan t t o t a k e a l l y o u r t i me . I do ha v e my l i g h t o n ,
Senator. If you would like me to proceed with my thinking

SENATOR LOUDEN: I ' l l y i e l d my t i me , Se na t o r .

SENATOR SCHINEK: Okay. An d I may be way off base here, Senator
Chambers. Bu t the language, th e ex i sting l a nguage in the
constitution says that the executive officers of the state shall
b e the Gov ernor, L ieutenant Governor, S e cretary of Stat e ,
Auditor of Public Accounts, State Treasurer, Attorney G e neral,
and the heads of such other executive departments as set forth
herein, or as may be established by law. Well, an employee of
the Gam e and Par k s Com nission w ouldn't b e a head of a
department, obviously. I mean, that would b e obv ious to me .
But I don 't think that was obvious to the court in the Conway
d ecision, when they decided that a pro fessor, no t a co nn e g e
president, not he a d of a depar tment, t hat a m e mber of the
c ollege faculty was a member of th e exe cutive d e partment f o r
purposes of that decision. And so I'm going to have to spend a
little bit of time talking with legal counsel, bu t tha t's my
immediate reaction to your question. Do you have any follow-up,
Senator ? Ok a y . Th a nk y ou .
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