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SENATOR CL'ABACK: Th ank you, Senator Smith. Senator Brown

SENATOR BROWN: Nr . President, members of the Legislature, in a
f o l l o w - u p t o wh a t Se n a t o r Sm i t h s a i d , I t h i nk t h a t i n s ome
respect s Sen a t o r Redf i el d , fo r me , ma de c l e a r w hy I ' m go i n g t o
s upport this bill, because if we have all t hese fac ilities i n
Omaha that, b e cause of the co s ts associated, because of the
nature and bec ause of the imp l ications o f the tax w ith
limitations on the income as it is right now, they tend to go
into the hands of nonprofit organizations or other places where
they' re off the tax rolls. With this legislation, we would have
the opportunity t o cra f t something t hat would allow them to
remain both historical and in t he tax-paying public domain.
Then there is the issue that is more about what our future is
going t o l o o k l i ke i f we ar en ' t doi ng t hi ngs r i ght now t o
preserve our past. I heard a futurist talk about, as we become
more global , t he on l y t hi ng t h a t w e ' r e g o i n g t o have t o sel l
from t he s t a nd po i n t o f t o u r i sm i s so me t h i n g t h a t ' s un i q u e l y
cultural. Buildings are a part of our art and they are uniquely
cul t u r a l , an d t h a t i s t h e p i e ce t h a t we a r e g o i ng t o b e ab l e t o
use to attract people to Nebraska. When y ou can go to a
NcDonald's in Paris, it's not going to be about whether you can
g et so met h i ng , an i nexp e n s i v e meal , t ha t ' s goi n g t o det e r m i n e
where you go . I t ' s goi ng t o be t hat t her e ' s s o met h i n g mo re i n
Paris than NcDonald's. And we want to hold onto those things in
our st ate that g ive us ...give e v erybody an idea of what our
h eritage has been, and our buildings are a part of that and I
believe that we have to hold onto them. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Sen a t o r Br o w n . Sen a t o r Pe d e r so n .
Senator Pederson, your light is the only one on. You may speak
or you may close, whatever you choose to do.

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: I'd like to use this as my closing then.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Y ou m a y d o s o .

SENATOR D . P E DERSON: Fi r s t o a l l , I wa n t t o t h an k so ma n y o f
y ou t h a t h av e sp o k e n i n f a v o r c f t h i s . I t h i n k i t s ho ws t h a t
t here i s a f ee l i ng wi t h i n o u r s t at e , bec a use yo u r e p r e s en t o u r
s ta te , a f ee l i ng t h a t o u r h i s t o r y i s i mp o r t an t a nd t h a t we d o
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