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will recognize Senator Baker.

SENATOR BAKER : Yes, thank you, Madam President and members.
I...to answer some of Senator Beutler's questions, I think there
are two short line railroads anticipating applying for loans.
One of them is the NKC RailNet based in Grant, who came down and
testified for it an d, as I said, the cars on these unit trains
are now up to 286,000-pound cars and they anticipate using funds
f or b r i dg e u p d a t e s . Th ey s i mp l y wi l l n o t h a n d l e t he we i g h t o f
the cars, the bridges, and specifically it's between Maywood and
Holdrege is wher e those bridges are located. There were two
unit c a r l oa d o u t f ac i l i t i es al r ead y o n t ha t l i ne an d t he y f ou n d
tha~ they can't handle those heavy tra ins wit h the existing
track and br idges, i n particular. The re 's the lc ~d out at
Maywood, and there's a load out at Loomis, which is in Senator
Schrock's district. They can't get those unit trains out to the
main l i n e t h e r e a t Ho l d r e g e , wh y , t he y o b v i ou s l y c a n ' t u se t he
load out facilities that are already in place in Maywood. I
d on' t kn o w a b ou t t h e o n e a t L o omi s . I t h i n k i t a l so i s i n
p lace. But the other short line is th e one that runs fro m
Columbus up thr ough Saint Edward, I believe, that anticipates
the exact same upgrades as to some b r i dges, and sam e reas ons
there. The 286 ,000-pound cars which the railroad require them
to sh i p s i m p ly br ea k do wn t h e b r i dg e s a nd i n f r as t r u c t u r e on a
s hor t l i n e . So I t h i n k i t ' s i mp o r t a n t a n d I d o b e l i e v e t h a t
o nce t h i s i s p a s s ed y o u ' l l se e so me u s e ou t o f i t a l mo s t
immedia t e l y , ac c o r d i ng to t h e t e s t i mo ny . So I ur g e y o u r s up p o r t
and would urge you r vote also to advance it to Select File at
t h i s t i m e. Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Tha nk you, Se nator Ba ker. Is the re any
fur t h e r d i s cu s s i on ? Se e i ng no n e , Se n a t o r B r om m , y o u a r e
recogn i z ed t o c l o se o n L B 25 9 .

SPEAKER BROMM: Tha n k yo u , Madam Pre sident. And , Sena tor
Beutler, I' ll be gl ad to work with you between now and Select
Fil e t o t r y t o c l a r i f y o r u nd e r s t a n d t h e i mp l i c a t i o n o f t he
General Fund conc erns that you have, and we' ll see. We' ll get
more i n f o r m a ti o n o n t ha t an d se e i f we n e e d t o d o a ny t h i n g . Bu t
with that in m in d, I th ink you' ve he ard the disc ussion.
Hopefully it's clear what the intent and purpose of the bill is.
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