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law here, or the statutes as they existed, was to r e lieve so me
pressure off of the s tate highway systems. And, in my
particular district, they are two major shipping points with
110-car unit load out, and if they can't get these 286,000-pound
c ars d own t h e t r a ck , t h e y ' r e obv i o u s l y no t g o i n g t o b e ab l e t o
t ranspor t t he i r gr a i n b y r ai l and i t ' s goi ng t o be t r ans f e r r e d
back to the highway system, which is under enough stress as it
is now. So it's important we pass this bill. And I, as far as
Senator Beutler's concerns, I understand them. I'm with Senator
Bromm, I don 't think there's a problem there, and that there' s
no state money in the fund now. I t's a ll...it's $2.7 million
plus t he i nt er e st t hat ' s acc r u e d o n i t f or a num ber o f yea r s .
There hasn't been any loans made out of the fund so...and I
don' t an t i c i pa t e t he s t at e put t i ng any f unds i nt o i t .
Obviously , i n t he sh o r t t er m , w e h av e n o f u n d s avai l abl e . So
it's important that we pass this bill. I really believe that in
the case of my local district, if we don' t, we' re going to see a
transfer of a lot of grain into trucks and thereby increase the
maint e n a nc e c os t s t o t h e l o ca l h i g hw a y s . So I wo u l d h op e t h a t
we can pass the bill. Thank you.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator. Sena tor Brom..., you' re
r ecogn i z e d t o s pe a k .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Madam President. If Senator B e utler
would c a r e t o , I wou l d l i k e t o co n t i n u e t h e d i s cu s s i o n .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Senator Beutler.

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Beutler, and again you have more history
t han I h a v e , b u t my un d e r s t a nd i n g i s t h a t t h e p u r p o s e o f t h i s
bill is simply to facilitate the lending of money rather than to
permit the investing into short lines and using t his money to
invest in them , a n d I think that's why the words are omitted,
although I didn't originally draft the bill. There are a couple
o f l o a n s . The l a st l o a n wa s m a d e i n 1 99 3 , a s I u n de r st an d i t ,
and the loans that.. .prior to that were, like, in ' 88 an d ' 86 ,
and I believe those loans have been repaid. There are a couple
of payments left on t his ' 93 l o a n , so . . . and t h a t ' s Ne b r a s k a
Centra l Ra i l r o a d , s o i t h a s b e e n f u n c t i on i n g ex c e p t t h a t i n t h e
last nine years or so they just...ten years now, they haven' t
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