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SPEAKER BRONN: T ha nk you, Senator W ehrbein, S enator R a ikes.
Senato r St u h r .

SENATOR STUHR : Thank you , Nr . President and members of the
body. I rise in support of the amendment, and also the bill.
I'd really thank Senator Smith for bringing this forward. We
had testimony the day of the hearing that, as you all know, in
the rural areas we are particularly losing our student numbers.
One of t h e d i r e ct o r s , ex e cu t i v e d i r e c t o r s o f t h e ESU 5 p o i n t ed
o ut t ha t t h e y h ad l o st ab o u t 8 00 s t u de n t s i n t he l a s t sev en
years. So I think we' re going to continually see s ome me rgers
among t h e ES U s. An d t h i s b i l l an d t he ame n dment wi l l c e r t a i n l y
help i n f or m i n g an d e n courag ing an d ' i n c e n t i z i n g ' t he s e ESUs t o
merge, and still provide the many services that they do for our
s chools across this state. With that, thank you, and I 'd tu r n
t he r e s t o f my t i me b a c k o ve r t o t h e Ch a i r .

SPEAKER BRONN : Thank you , Sen ator St u hr. Any fu rth er
discussion on the committee amendments to LB 53? S eeing none,
Senator Raikes in dicates he waives closing. The question then
b efor e u s i s t he a do p t i on o f t h e co m m i t t e e a m e ndment s t o L B 5 3 .
All in favor vote aye, and opposed nay. Please record.

CLERK: 26 aye s, 0 na ys, N r . President, o n the adoption of
committee amendments .

SPEAKER BRONN: Committee amendments are adopted. Any fu rt her
amendments o n t he b i l l , Nr . Cl e r k ?

CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BROMN: Senator Raikes.

SENATOR RA IKES: Than k you, Nr. Speaker and members. I'd urge
the advancement of this bill. It ..I thank Senator Sm ith for
bringing it. I think it's a good policy change, or revision, or
u pdate , o r h owe v e r y ou wa nt t o de s c r i b e i t . Bu t I t h i nk i t ' s
good po l i c y . I t di d com e ou t o f t he co mmi t t e e u n a n imously . So
a gain, I ur ge y o u r s u p p o r t . Tha n k y o u .

SPEAKER BROMN : Thank you, Senator Raikes. Seeing no further
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