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FLOOR DEBATE

Februar y 1 1, 2 0 03 L B 1 86

SPEAKER BRONN : Deb ate is ceas ed. Senat o r Bak er, you' re
recognized to close on the advancement of LB 186.

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. And I w ant to than k
everyone for yo u r p atience and the discussion we' ve had .re.
I...if we can make this bill better on Select File, that's fine.
I 'm willing to work with people on this. I just think t hat we
need to go ahe a d and move forward today It 's an issue that
o bvio u s l y ha s a l o t o f i n t e r e s t i n t h e b o dy . I d i dn ' t r e a l i ze .
You can never predict where 49 of us may go on a discussion like
t h i s . Bu t i t ' s be e n i n t e r e s t i n g . An d I t h i n k e ve r y o n e i n v o l ve d
wants to mai ntain our scen ic byw ays or highways, and so on,
et cetera. We do n't want junkyards all o ver t he place . I
c er t a i n l y d o n ' t I don't want them even near my place. Bu t
t h i s i s a n i s su e o f wh o h a s j u r i s d i c t i o n . An d r i g h t no w, i t ' s
apparen t l y n o t wo r k i ng re a l we l l I g e t co mme n ts o f f t h e mi k e
from senators saying, there's a junkyard over here, there's one
over there. Department of Roads isn't doing it. A nd apparently
county zoning boa rds are not taking it seriously. And in some
cases I do believe there's a lot of these j u nkyards ha ve been
grandfathered in. But this is going to focus the attention back
on the co unty zo ning boards. If they have a problem, people
know where to go. They' re not going to be able to say, well, go
talk to Department of Roads, and they' re going to say, no, it' s
a local i s sue, g o talk to your zoning board, and so on. It' s
g oing to be addressed if we pass this bill. It's going to f a ll
b ack o n t h e c ou n t i e s . I f y o u ' r e c on ce r n e d ab o u t t he c o st t o t he
counties, somebody p o inted out the state has been collecting a
$50 per junkyard fee on an annual basis. The counties can put a
fee on this, register these junkyards. I 'm sure some of them
are now. Bu t if it 's a cost issue, assess a fee on these
junkyards. And make them adhere to the county zoning standards.
I f w e a d v a nc e t h i s b i l l , I g u a r an t ee y ou I wi l l f i nd o u t ex a c t l y
how many counties are zoned and ho w many are not There ' s
conflicting interest out there. But I' ll find out, and we' ll
get it from someone. A pparently, nobody really knows, other
than Plat te...there's th r ee count ies n ot zon ed : Pl atte,
Thurston, and Nuckolls County. And somebody in the Rotunda said
t here was a f o u r t h c o u n t y t h a t t he y t ho u gh t wa s not zoned bu t
was w or k i ng o n i t . So we wi l l g e t t h a t i n f o r ma t i on f o r y ou . I
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