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No county came in on this. So how could it be a si gnificant
matter of wh a t th e counties want to do? Second point is, the
counties can still do it. If t h ey' re not satisfied w ith the
Department o f Road s ' ac t i on , t hey c an s t i l l do i t . They can
still regulate. Why would you want to take away from the county
the option of perhaps the Department of Roads taking care of the
matter? And I thought that the point il lustrated b y Sen ator
Vrtiska's situation really e mphasized t hat point. That is,
Table Rock, or tha t coamnunity was unhapp y with the
department...what the department was doing. But at least they
had the option of trying to ge t t he dep artment t o act more
quickly and to do what they were supposed to do. If you pass
t his bill, that option won't be there. The county will have t o
take it upo n themselves an d spend t he m one y and do the
o rganizing and spend the time to get done that which they wan t
to get done. A ll yo u' re doing with this bill is taking away
from the county an option. And I would emphasize again that the
interests of the county and I think the interests of the sta te
is working w ell to gether in this area. Beca use it's in the
interest of the counties along scenic byways, for example, to
encourage people f rom the cities and to encourage tourism from
other states to come into the counties and spend mo ney. And
believe me , t he image of Nebraska, w hat y ou see from the
highways when you drive around, makes a big, big impression on
people. No re than it shou ld, i t defines the state and the
quality of the people. Are we a people that care about how
things look? Are we a people that care about beauty? All of
that r e l a t e s t o t he e c o nomic ar e a of t ou r i sm . And so I t h i nk
t he i n t e r e s t s o f t he co u n t y i n w a n t i n g t o at t r a ct t ho s e k i n d s o f
dollars , . . . some c ount ies have beaut i f u l p a r k a i n t h e m Se n a t o r
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