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SPEAKER BRONN: Tha n k yo u, Sen ator Sc himek, S enator B a ker.
Senator Baker, your light is next.

SENATOR BAKER: I ' l l c o n t i nu e t o t r y a nd l ay a f o u nd a t i o n h e r e .
What t h e Dep a r t m e n t o f Ro a d s . . . t h i s i s a n e .~o l u t i o n o f
government jurisdiction. A s I state d ear li er, ori ginally
Department o f Ro a d s w e r e r eq u i r e d t o r eg u l a t e j u nk y a r d s , s i g n s ,
and so on, et cetera, across the state, as part of that Highway
Beaut i f i c a t i o n Ac t b ac k i n . . .I don't remember what year, back in
the sixties. Times have changed. Department of Roads sees th e
issue down in Senator Vrtiska's district that says counties have
jurisdictions over th is , it ' s not som ething we want t o d o .
We' re not required to do it anymore. The fede ral fu nds from
this highway b e autification p roject, I believe testimony that
said there haven't been any funds involved for over 20 years now
dealing with this. This bill attempts to transfer jurisdiction
b ack t o t h e c ou n t i e s , wh e r e I f e e l i t b e l o ng s , p e r s on a l l y . I ' m
going to check also. I think there's only three counties t h at
aren't zoned. I 'm going to check on that. S omebody else said
five, but there's very few of them. A nd I think tho s e are
probably in the process of zoning. I don't know. But nearly
all the counties are zoned. They have jurisdiction over
j unkyards , o f cou r se , any t h i n g l i ke t hi s . And t h i s i s s i mp l y
the evolution of the process, whereby now these counties should
be charged with regulating this, not the Department of Roads
from Lincoln. Each county should be able to determine, yes, the
junkyard is screened, and so on, instead of Department of Roads.
There are no federal funds, apparently, involved anymore with
t h is . Depa r t m en t o f R o ads s ee s t h e n ee d t o c l e a n i t up . They
have no i n t e r e s t i n cont i nu i n g t o mai nt ai n r egu l at i o n s ove r
junkyards on these...on state and federal highways, other than
what's required, and that's along the interstate. S o I wou ld
hope that we can go ahead and pass this bill. I may ask Senator
Vrtiska down there, would you respond to a question, please,
S enato r ?

SENATOR VRTISKA: Ye s , I wi l l .

SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Vrtiska.

SENATOR BAKER: Do y ou . . .h a v e y o u i n y ou r ex p e r i e n ce h a d a ny
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