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so LB 119 makes more p reci se som e of the defin itio ns about
genetic testing; s trikes l anguage a b out "presymptomatic" and
just allows it to be l eft as "predictive," because there's some

uncertainty a s to w hat constitutes a symptom and predictive is
the more precise term. And the bill also resolves some of the
statutory inconsistency b etween th e pro vision t hat requires
written informed consent prior to p redictive g enetic t e sting,
and our requirement in state law that all newborns be screened.
There's a difference b e tween, i n my m ind , a signif icant
difference between p r edictive g enetic te sting that is taking
place before there are any symptoms and in m ost cases th e re' s
really not any thing that is available currently to address the
condition, and newborn screenin g which ...where we d o have

something that we can do to deal with the conditions that the
infant may pose. And there has been some discussion about some
aspects of this b ill. I prefer to leav e a little bit of
latitude in the newborn s creening p art of the b ill to the
department t o dev elop t h e rules and regulations of the use of
the blood spots, but we will have more o f a d iscu ssion a b out
that as we deal with the committee amendment. Thank you.

SENATOR ENGEL : Thank you , Sen ator Brown. Sena tor Jensen,
you' re recognized on the amendments.

SENATOR JENSEN : Than k you , Nr . Pres ident . Members of the
Legislature, the committee amendment, AN0091, rewrites Section 4

of Section 71-519, a s ame nded in the bill . The c ommittee
amendment grants authority to the Department of Health and Human
Services Regulation and Licensure over the use, re tention, a nd
disposal of b loo d spe cimens c o llected i n connection w i th
metabolic disease testing. The department is required to adopt
and promulgate rules, regulations relating to the retention and
disposal of such specimens. The rule s and regul ations m u st
consist (sic) with natio nally reco gnized stan dards for
laboratory accreditation, must comply w it h all appli cable
provisions of fed eral laws. T he disposal must be conducted in
the presence of a witness and written in an electronic record of
the disposal, verified by the witness, which must be maintained.
The department m ust al s o adopt a nd p romulgate r u les and
regulations relating to the use of such specimens. U se may be
made for public health purposes w i th written con sent o f the
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