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SENATOR RAIKES : Thank yo u , Nr . President and membe rs of the
Legislature . Th is , LB 66 , rev i s its an is sue that we' ve dealt

with as recently as the special sessio n we had last " august.
What it does is expands the number of school districts or yea h,
I guess I should say the dates, application dates, for grants
that could come for school technology improvements. .her e i s a
fiscal note, which I' ll refer to, and I' ll also try to give you
some background information on this. First, there was money for
weatherization loans that was put together at s ome t i me in the

past, and I a m told by Senator Baker that it was related to an
excise tax on gas and oil .. .severance, s everance ta x on
minerals. That fund then was loaned out to school districts to
make efficiency improving investments in their s chool sy stems,
items or projects that would save energy costs. T hat project or
series of projects was completed. So, again, these were loans.
As these loans were paid off, money came back i nto the state,
was put in a School Technology Fund. N ow, the idea for a School
Technology Fund was school systems could apply to this fund for
grants to do various technology projects, and thes e w ould be
such things as wiring a buil ding f or Int ernet use and, of
course, several other technology related issues . The d esig n of
this pr o je ct is i mportant, I think, for th ese pur poses. It w as
that a school system would apply for the grant. If they were
accepted there was ...and they rece ived n o t ice that they we r e
accepted, then the s chool s y stem wo uld go ahead , m a k e the
investment called for in the proposal. Once they had completed
the proposal, they would submit a bill to the School T echnology
Fund to be reimbu rsed for the work that they had f i n ished, so
t hat's an important thing . It was a project of the t ype whe re
you do the ... y ou , th e school s ys t em, does the w o rk , does the
project; once it's completed then you let th e department k n ow
that it has been completed and you will be reimbursed according
to the cost you present. Wel l , if y ou rem ember, th e sec ond
special session, I think it was the second, the one last August
where we dealt with budget issues for the current f i s cal yea r,
the one we ' re currently in , there was a proposal offered, I
think at the request of the Governor, that in e f f ect ended th is

program and to ok the money for use in the General Fund to deal
w ith the budget situation we face. It amounted to a se ries of
payments over time , in eff ect, as these weatherization loans
were being paid off. The initial proposal was s imply to take
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