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Februar y 1 0, 2 0 0 3 LB 2 2 2 , 38 1A

SENATOR CUDABACK: Re c o r d p l e a s e , N r . Cl e r k .

CLERK: 26 aye s, 0 n a ys, Nr. President, on the advancement of
the A bill.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: LB 3 8 1 A d o e s a d v a n c e . (Visitors introduced.)
Nr. Clerk, next agenda item.

CLERK: Nr . Pr e s i de n t , LB 2 2 2 , b y Se n at o r Bou r n e . (Read
title.) B ill was introduced on January 10, referred to the
Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee for pub lic
hearing, adva nced to General File . I do have comm ittee
amendments, Nr. President. (AN0100, Legi slative Jour nal
p age 32 7 . )

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Nr . Cl e r k . Se n a t o r Bo u r n e , y ou ' r e
r eco g n i z e d t o op e n o n LB 2 2 2 .

SENATOR BOURNE: Than k you, Nr. President. M embers, this bill
changes the duties and obligations of what's known as the m erit
commission. I' ll gi v e you a brief history of what the merit
commission is. This section of statute was put in a n umber of
years ago a nd it basi cally al lowed co unties the ability to
establish merit commissions to hear grievances from th e cou nty
sheriffs for ra n k and pay d isputes. Over the ye ars, the
commissions have, in addition to h earing gr ievances r egarding
rank and pay , the y hav e expa nded that so that they hear all
types of employment grievances from t he sheriffs. R ecently, in
my county, s ome confusion aro se as to wh e ther or not merit
c ommissions had the ability to hear grievances other than ran k
and pay, an d thi s bill clarifies that merit commissions shall
hear grievances and appeals from sheriffs regarding all aspects
of employment. The real meat of the bill, or the real substance
of the bill , is found on page 10, and I' ll just read you the
first sentence. Says , "Any deputy sheriff ma y gri eve a
violation of employment c ontract, personnel rule, or state or
local law or any other m atter of emp loyment di spute to the
commission." And her e's the gist of it: "The commission shall
hear the grievance at the next regularly scheduled meeting," and
then it goes on to further discuss the duties. So , basically,
i t ' s a change from the commission may hear other grievances to
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