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effectively escaping more tax by m e ans of this gap or th is
inability to tax Intern et and catalo g s al es . So from tha t

p erspec t i v e . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK. T i me .

SENATOR BEUTLER.
go.

S ENATOR CUDABACK : Thank y ou , Senator Beutler . Senator Baker .

SENATOR BAKER : Thank you , Nr . President, members of the body .
I may ramble around . I 'm going to try and g ive Senator Landis a
break. I won 't ask a n y q u e stions if I c an h e lp i t. But as a

member of the Revenue Committee, we obviously me t th is with a
lot of qu estion s. I, fo r one , d id a n y wa y, new member. And I
wanted to make sure we we r en't getting int o somethin g that we
d idn ' t want to be in and that we could get out of it, which it
is in the agreement . It 's not in the b i ll . It 's in ...S enator
B eutler has been quoting from parts of it . It 's i n s e ction 808 ,
withdrawal of members hip So there are pr ov i s ions in t h ere.
There's a certain amount of "t rust me" in t his b ill , I guess ,
which is somewhat alarming with our pa st e xperience de ling with

compacts and com missions and so on . I want to make sure we
don't get into something we feel uncomfortable with. But if you
look at the people who testified for the bill on t he committee
s tatement, obvi ously th e State Tax Com m issioner ha s bee n
representing the state. But the Retail F ederation, League of
Municipalities, the grocery industry, these people would like a
level playing field. And as has been pointed out in some of the
d iscussions, we don't have a l evel playing fi eld r i ght now .
Some of the high-ticket items are going through Internet sales.
I know a lot of the books, obviously, p ublications, a re being
bought over the Internet, and so on. And I'm going to ramble a
little bit here. I have a list of que stions o r details th a t
have been brought up. I t's a destination tax. To me, it's not
where it's shipped from. I t hink there are five states with no
sales ta x. Doesn ' t matter where it's shipped from; it's where
it lands, where destination is. And the biggest challenge we' re
going to have as a state is getting uniform definitions o f our
products. It says we tax whatever, snack food, or some sort of

.it looks like this might well be the icy to
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