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that now are being measured by the Supreme Court, who have said,
there's so much burden to retailers and so little benefit to the
states or the taxing jurisdictions t h at we wi ll not compel
retailers to do this because of that difference. And when we
get to a p lac e where it's easy to comply and the benefits are
significant, we may leave the time when it's voluntary and may
be able to make it...

SENATOR JONES: Mandatory.

SENATOR I AND I S : . . .an obligation, mandatory . But that .. .we
will have to pass through a r a ther si gnificant perio d of time
before we ' d e ver get to th at . But ulti m ately, by the way , that
latter suggestion, the latter rule is e xa ctly what Nebraska has
tried to do thr e e or fou r times with respect to mail-order
catalog sales . Th is I.egislature has, I think at least th ree
times, passe d a statute m ak ing it mandatory for m a i l -order
catalog companies to pay a s a les ta x. An d ever y tim e, they take
it to court and beat the state . But we ...that's been our public

policy for years. We just can't make it stick, Jim.

SENATOR JONES : Yes . One oth e r q u e stion that I ha ve . There ' s
ten state s that ar e try ing ...you kn ow , in th is state of
Nebraska, if you . ..a retailer can keep a lit t le bit, or portion,

for their business, and they send the r e st of t he s a l es tax to
the state . Is the other ten s t ates th at's doing it trying to
keep that...is that all going to b e the sam e across all the
states? I mea n , if I o r der something from another state, he can
keep a little porti on for h is busine s s t h at' s...because he
applied in Nebraska? O r are a l l ten of t hem g o ing to try t o be

t he s am e ?

SENATOR LANDIS: I'm going to tell you my off-the-top-of-my-head
answer, then I' ll see if I c an t r a ck it d o w n, and that i s, that
is a piece of the puzzle that is currently i n flux and bei ng
discussed. And wh e n th e ten s t ates get together, they' ll try to
make a rule that is . .that's useful for th em . There ...

SENATOR CUDABACK : One m inut e .

SENATOR L AN D I S : ... is an acknowledgment that compensation for
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