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the League of Municipalities. The Nebraska Grocery Industry
Association was in favor of this. Now the Nebraska Tax Research
Council and the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry came
in, in a neutral capacity, because at that time they could not
tell that the movement of the tax base references had been done
accurately and that there had been no change 1in our current
code. We've scheduled a meeting with the Tax Research Council
between the Tax Research Council and the Tax Commissicner.
Essentially, there's been a memo given us by the Tax Research
Council as to what they wanted to know about and the concerns
that they had, and this will allow us to have that conversation
and show them this...was this used to be in the definition of
gross receipts, now it's over here in the exemption section, but
it's all the same. 1 anticipate that in the space of two weeks,
or whatever, all of their answers, all of their questions will
be answered. So we don't have to worry about Oregon being a
nontax state with respect to this. We're not...that's not the
problem that we face. This will have a simplified benefit even
for local taxpayers of a national significance. JCPenney wants
to comply. Wal-Mart wants to comply. These are major retailers
that assisted the Streamlined Project; said, look, we want to
pay; write simple and direct clear rules and we will. Let's
imagine now Wal-Mart and JCPenney assisting in this process.
They want to pay taxes. And, by the way, we're talking about a
$40 million implication in our tax base. We're not going to get
all that by any means, but that's what's out there to be had if
we could get it. With respect to the snack tax issue. ..

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENA'TOR LANDIS: . ..that Senator Brashear has brought up, in the
sword fight between Hamlet and Laertes, Laertes says, a touch, a
touch, I confess. And let me acknowledge that the Streamlined
Project works this way. If the project chooses ¢to define a
term, when you use that term in your state law, that will be the
definition. Could you wuse another word? Could you use a
different term? Yes, you can. But if you use the defini...if
you tax baked goods, and there happens to be, apparently, a
baked goods definition, when you...when Nebraska says baked
goods it's the same thing as the Streamlined baked goods. Now,
if we want to tax something, we can make it taxable or not
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