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is just a different way of a pproaching things. I t hink that we
are in a po sition where we don't have another choice, that the
union has negotiated, I think, in very good faith. T he y' ve made
s ome adjustments this last year in also health care, and in t h e
nursing homes, an d...not the nursing, where the state, in our
veterans homes and in our YRTCs and a lso in th e r e g ions. And so
I think they' ve been very responsive and I applaud them on that.
But this is a particular issue where I don't know that we have a
choice. There is a choice if you want to say, do we l et thes e
two very, very important industries go by t he w a y s i de because we
don't have t he pro per cr edentialing people there to make the
examinations and to follow up on those.

SENATOR ENGEL . On e min u t e .

S ENATOR JENSEN : So at th is p o int in time I would certainl y
stand in suppor t of L B 85 . I th ink it is one o f the m o r e
important bills that we' re going to have b efore us in this
l egislative session . It 's import ant to t h ose two industries .
It's important to this state. And I would just urge the body to
move LB 85 to Select File. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR ENGEL : Thank you , Senator Jensen . Th e Ch a i r r e cognizes
S enato r B e u t l e r .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Engel, members of t he Leg islature, I
haven't really he ard any valid arguments as to why there can' t
be a negotiating period in the month of Feb ruary. Nobody is
talking, nobody is arg uing ab out t he fa ct tha t we need to
resolve this before summer. The insurance industry is not going
to be hurt if it's not resolved until April or M ay . I have
never heard an ybody make that argument either in the lobby or
here. If this matter is resolved in April or M ay, the sala ry
adjustments, with a bill like this, the salary adjustments can
be made immediately. And you have already h ea rd, we keep
repeating, that banking and insurance are together on this, but
it's insurance that 's subject to the accreditation repor t , not
banking. So whatever emergency is imagined on the banking side,
perhaps the adm inistration should have imagined three or four
months ago . That has n 't been driven to s ome new h e igh t in the
last couple of mo nths. I have se en or h e a rd no in f o rmation that

911


