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are going to happen in the rural areas because we won't be ab le
to su p p or t the program that hap p ens in the r u ral communities

because it doesn't serve enough people, and when we h ave to c u t
employees we' ll manage t h ose things out of Lincoln. And it' s

entertainment venue, an d I know we have different views on
whether that's entertainment or what its purpose is, but...and I
agree w ith Senator Redfield. . .as I look through this budget and
see s o man y t h i ngs that we hold dear, that we v a l ue as a s t a t e,
that are higher in pr iority to me than having a State Fair
funded by other than their own mea n s of d o ing so , I find it

very, very difficult. And I put the amendment u p yesterday
mainly to get that di s cussion going . I don 't k now if we, as a
Legislature, are going to want to continue to put ...and this

year we didn 't bu t we w o uld under the Governor's proposal .. t o
put General Fund money, taxpayer money, into the fair for its
operation and for paying p r ize money . I gu ess I ha d the se nse
that maybe this bill wasn't going to pa ss, maybe I'm wr ong, and
I pu lled the amendmen t, but I don 't th ink it 's no t wo r th
discussion on Select File and if those of you who h av e come to
me and we re c o n cerned that I did pull that a me ndment, you know,
I ' m w illing to talk to you and talk about tha t on Select F ile
should this pass . But I do t hink that we ' re.

. .that the role of
a state in this budget crisis and what we' re going to have to do
to the people of the state in terms of education, health , hum an
services, the popu l ations that can't protect themselves because

of disability, because of special circumstances they ma y be in
at an y g i ven ti m e, that those things have to t a ke p ri ority over
something like th is th at is kind of a qu asi-gove r nmental
function . Senator Ped e rson is correct, we do o wn p a r ts of the
fair, as a state, and we h ave an in terest in t ha t, but in the
budget cris is we ' re in it is a little pecu l iar that we' re

choosing this as our pr iority . And I ' ll fight the other battles
i n . . .on other days on whether or not we should resto re money
t his year to the State Fair from the General Fund , bu t . . .

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPS O N : ...I have c o ncerns about doing this as a
bill. I' ll tell you that when we started the fair discussion a
couple years ago , I started asking every group that I spoke in

real h a rd for me to listen to this discussio n about an
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