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SENATOR LAND IS : Senator C u d aback, members of the Legislature,

George K ilpa t r ick rem in ded me that we ne e ded to do t h i s, and I
was grateful for Senator Connealy, who's the Vice Chai r of the
Revenue Committee, for offering this amendment . It jus t l ets us
balance the money coming in and the Ge ner al Fund needs. It

allows us to stretch over ti me, if we need t o, the r ei mbursement
of the General F und while spending some. . .sending some money to
the pu rpo se for th e bill and accomp lis hing both obj ectives
simultaneously, rather than doing one first and then th e other .

I wil l tell you a litt le b i t a b out my f e elings about LB 72 ,
because I'm going to be v o t ing for i t I have had a number of

qualms abo ut the State Fair and the rec ent direction of the
S tate Fair . It seem s to me t hat a n u m ber of th e core service s
h ave g on e o f f I think the Husker Days in Grand Island is a
very powerful event that seems to have a lot o f follow ing . A

number of the ancilla ry events that were on the State

Fairgrounds have been moved to 84th in Lincoln . I 'm not sure
that th at was a w is e t h ing, but it's an accomplished fact . We
have a relatively large asset that is in de c line at th e mom ent .

A lot of rehabilitation and refurbishing of buildings that are
relatively old need to be d o ne . And I ' ve said to myself , g osh ,

you kn ow, maybe this is an a s set that should be moved back into
the private sector. Bu t thi s L e g i slature, in the l ast year or

two, has gi ven the State Fair a reprieve. I did not happen to
v ote for it, but the Legislature d id. It recon stituted t h e
board . It bro ught it into gre ater re sponsibility and
accountability with the state. The ge neral direction of that
was to sa y we are continuing to be committed to the State Fair
process. So I re gard LB 72 a s consistent w i th tha t rece nt
public policy that we' ve staked out. Ho wever, what the Revenue
Committee did, and I think it's a wise thing, is they said they
give a thr ee-year s unset to this. If we are to have the fair
rejuvenate, if we are to have the fair reclaim it s h is torical
strength in this stat e and to make an incr ease in its
profitability, then I th ink we need a l im ited time to tes t that
public policy out, and if it's not working, rethink it. In the
event our new man agement...and, by the way , we have some
exciting new leade rs in the State F air movement . ..if our new
leaders can bring the State Fair around and show us opportunity,
show us growth, my gue s s is th is bo dy w ill res pond w i th
continuing on with an LB 72. If we are no better off today than
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