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SENATOR CUDABACK: Th an k y ou . Se n at o r J a n ss en .

S ENATOR JAN SSEN : Thank you , S e n ator Cudaback I too rise in
opposition to the amendment before us . As I ha ve said before ,
it was the intent of the Legislature that when we approvei that
convention center to include a 30 pe rcent k ickback f rom the
funds th at w ere generated by that convention center to the rest
of the state, other than the metropolitan area. That does mean

Lincoln. It d oes mean Grand Island. It does mean Kearney. It
does mean South Sioux City . You h a v e to m ake an ap p lication for
one of these grants . It has t o b e a p p r oved by the DED . If
there are av ailab le funds th ere for the $ 500,000 and you make

your case to the DED and they approve it, yes, then y ou' ll get
your grant . But there ar e ste ps you have to go t hr o ugh to do
this, and when it says in the statute it was the intent of the
Legislature to do that , are w e g o i ng to c ome back now and s ay,

no, we' re going to leave all t he mone y, the 80 pe rcent...the
30 percent is going to come back in and ba i l u s out of the
shortfall we' re in? Well, at t he p r e sent time, I don 't think
1 50-some thous and dolla rs is going to bail us out of muc h

trouble right at the present time . When w e s t art t o see fund s
that ar e com ing in at a gr eater am ou nt when the c onvention
center gets going, hopefully we' ve turned our economy around b y
that time. And we wouldn ' t be having this discussion now if we
weren't in the economic times we' re in. And I know we h a ve to
look under ev ery rock, but this is a commitment that I believe
t he people that we represent ...each one of us represents 36 ,00 0

people or whatever it is, and they' re not all in Omaha, they' re
not all in Lincoln, they' re from th roughout t he whole stat e.
This isn' t...this won't be a big rush of money coming in to bail
us out of our financial problems. I t's something that is going
to grow o ver time. W hat goes around comes around. A hundred
and fifty t h ousand do llars rig ht now , Senator Raikes, isn' t
going to help us out of this mess we' re in. Over time , it ' s
going to am o unt to som e dollars. By that time, I hope this
country and this state is out of the problem we' re in right now.
W ith that, I urge you to oppose th e Raikes amendme nt . Thank
'you .

SENATOR CU D ABACK: Thank you, Senator Janssen. The amendment
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