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committee amend m en t strik es th e word "pest icide" which would
have allo wed the na tural resource district to regulate the rate

and timing of pesticides . The nat u ral resource districts cannot
regulate the rate and t i ming of pesticides. Control of r a te and
timing of pesticides are governed by federal law under F IFRA,
and the Department of Agriculture has the responsibility for
enforcement of this ac t .

SENATOR ENGEL : Senato r Beutler, you' re recognized.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Nr . President, members of the L e gislature, I
think what t he NRDs are trying to do here with regard to the
rate and timing of fertilizers is very, very good. Howe ver, I
want to go back and give you some perspective on this pesticide
issue because I don't think that the indication that federal law
requires that to be in the Department of Agriculture is correct,
if that implication was intended. The fact of the matter is, a
few years ago we had a major debate in this body about whether
F IFRA, the pesticide act, would be a part of what the NRDs d id ,
that is , enforc e m ent of it would be pa r t of wh at of what the
NRDs did And that w as at a time when we we re startin g, just
starting to d eve lo p the m a n agement areas and a l l ow the NRDs to
form whole plans for how wa ter would b e protected . And the
decision was made by this Legislature, and I think erroneously,
to put all of the regulation of pesticide, by an d lar ge, wi th
the Department o f Agriculture. What should have happened is
that the rate and timing of pesticide applications should ha ve
clearly been p ut with the NRDs, because just like fertilizer,
pesticide is something that leeches down into the g round wa ter
and can be a problem, depending on the area and the application
rates and the timing of the application. So if you' re trying to
protect the quality of the ground water, you need to protect for
fertilizer and you need to protect for pesticides. And what we
did a few years ago was wrong in the sense that it injected the
Department of Agriculture into the local NRD decision about what
is the right balance to protect the ground water in their a rea.
I t ' s okay for t h e Department of Agriculture to determine what
should be on the label of a pesticide an d to have rule s and
regulations about the uses of pa r ticular pe sticides. But when

it comes to the question, not of whether a p e sticide is bex ng
properly used in acco rdance with its label and in accordance
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