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install some de watering w ells t o allow construction at their
wastewater treatment p lant, an d these were to be in place
approximately six months. Lega lly the NR D cou ld not per m it
those well s . Gr oun d wa t er quality is the r e s ponsibility of the

Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality and the natural
resource di stric t s, yet th e current word in g in the stat ute
places these agencies in disagreement . So re ally wh at we ' re
doing is trying t o b r ing some agreement to the s t atute, and as

it was noted that, earlier, s ometimes when l aws becom e changed
and intermingled that the statu te is not always cl e ared up .

W ith that, I turn my t ime back to the Ch a ir . Thank you .

SENATOR ENGEL : Thank y ou , Senator Stuhr . Th e Ch ai r recogn iz es

Senat o r Ra i k e s .

SENATOR RA IKES: Thank you , Sen ator Eng el, me mbers of the
Legislature. Senator Schrock, I'm going to ask you a q u estion,
and probably yo u can dis pose o f th is qu ickly. With that
language stricken, I'm wondering i f this would , in effect,
create an ext ra hurdle for some one wh o was in ter ested in
establishing a livestock operation. Mould this mean now that if
someone wanted to develop a cattle feedlot or a ho g ope ration,
whatever it m ight be , that th e y would now need to get the
approval, if they needed a well, they w ould ne e d to get the
approval of the NRD in addition to whatever other approval they
needed'

SENATOR SCHROCK: S enator Raikes, in response to that, I want to
c larify something earlier. There has been some confusion on m y
part, and so I want to clear it. This would apply only to
ground water management areas. It ' s my understanding yo u can
drill a wel l anywhere you want to now for any purpose you want
to, but there ar e the three prio rities est ablished by the
Department of Natural Resources. Ag riculture...I think domestic
is first, a griculture is second, and commercial-industrial is
third, and municipal would be included as domestic. Rig h t now
if you a re in a g ro und water management area and you drill a
well that is over 50 gallons, then you have to get a permit from
the NRDs, and that would apply to water wells for livestock
facilities. If you are going to build a rather large livestock
facility, whether it be hogs, cattle, or whatever, and your well
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