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federal money i s not fo rthcoming, then w e sti l l ha v e the
mandate, then the state government doesn't have enough money to
pay for all that, then the counties begin to share t he costs o f
the federal m oney that doesn't come in. Ou r experience in the
last 10 to 15 ye ars I t hi nk would indicate that that's not a ll

that fanciful an idea or a potential problem, especially when at
the federal g overnment, w ith eve rything that's going on with
homeland security, which they have not yet paid for, by the way.
I wish the Lieutenant Governor was subj ect to que stioning. We
might fznd out how much has come in on h o m e land security so fa r .
Besides that, we all know that war lo oms with Ir a q.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN : On e m in u t e .

SENATOR BEUTLER : That w ill b e an en orm ou s e x p ense on the

government, even if it ' s a q ui ck wa r. Th e idea of wa r c on tinues
to depress th e eco nomy, a m ong ot her fac tors . It ' not
altogether unlikely, in my estimation, given the reluctance of
the federal government to do a ny thing in t he f i r st place in thi s
area, and the slowness to wh ich they continu e to react to a

problem that is now tw o years old . I th ink th at ca ut i on
behooves us to move extremely slowly o n this mat ter and, in
fact, unless there is some significant penalty for doing nothing
at all, my p reference w ould be to do nothing at all until we
have assurances, not only in the short term, of f ederal m oney,
but assurances of long term...of the long-term money necessary
to complete whatever succession of m a ndates is represen t ed in
the federal legislation.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: T ime has expi red . Than k you, Senator
Beutler. Furth er d i s cussion ? Seeing non e , the Cha ir would
r ecognize Senator Schimek to close .

SENATOR SCHIMEK : Yes , t hank you, Mr. Pr esident and members. In
discussing with the legal counsel to the co mm ittee regarding the
expenditures poss i bly in counties, I need to pr o bably embellish
on that just a little bit . It is m y u nd e r standing, from ta l king

with her and recollection from the comm itt ee b riefing and so
f orth, tha t al l the counties now do have PCs . They a ll do h a v e
their voter registration on PC . But t he pro b lem with som e of
them xs that they are no t inte r active. So in some of t ho s e
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