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is doing...is asking that these mandates be implemented and
be...some of these mandates have to be done by January of 2004,
it is incumbent upon us to set up a fund to receive the federal
monies that are expected to implement these mandates. And to
the best of my knowledge at this point, there will be $5 million
in early money, and then there 1is the potential for about
$23 million in additional funds at a later date. So what this
bill does is it takes a fund that's already in statute, called
the Election Administration Fund, which basically is for voter
regis...or, I'm sorry, the Voter Registration Cash Fund, which
is mainly for doing voter registration, and renaming it the
Election Administration Fund. And the fund shall be able then
to accept federal funds, state gifts, grants appropriated by the
administration of elections, and it will be able to be used to
include voting systems, provisional voting, computerized
statewide voter registration list, voter registration by mail,
and other costs relating to elections that are, as I mentioned,
contained in the three bills that we are going to be taking up
soon. This bill does include an emergency clause, because it is
conceivable that some of those monies will come in while we are
yet 1in session. And this is that bill that I referred to,
Senator Chambers, the other morning as a "no-brainer." I think
it is. But you never know on this floor. So with that,
Mr. Chairman, I'd be...or, Mr. Speaker, I'd be happy to try to
ansvwer any questions.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Schimek. (Visitors
introduced.) Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr. President, members, I'd like to ask
Senator Schimek a question. And I'll admit, this is a little
bit off the cuff. I haven't had a chance...will this Election
Administration Fund, within the State Treasurer's Office, will
that be subject ¢to appropriations, or will that be an
in-house...?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: That is within the Secretary of State's
Office, I believe.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Well,...oh, it says...oh, to the State
Treasurer for credit to the Election Administration Fund.
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