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acreage. And I th ink what we ' re d oing is leaving that
discretion up to the as sessor . Th at as sessor is go i ng to

look...weigh these factors we' re putting in by th is amendmen t ,
important physical, functional, and location characteristics.
Some farm person might claim an acreage, or, fa rm si te 20 miles

away, and no t actu ally b e using it a s what I'd consider an
operating part of the farm. Th en it's going to be a n acreage.
B ut it gives the asse s sor some flexibility . And th at 's a ke y

word, some flexibility and some trust in the assessor s. They
were not u sing the statutes as they existed . They
didn' t...couldn't interpret them, and neither can I . And t h i s
was a simplifi cation, but still gave t hem s o me g ui delines to
base their assessed values on, comparable sales, and then they

can. . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR BAKER : ...factor in those other wo rks. Thank you .

SENATOR CU D A BACK : T h an k y ou , Se n a t or Bo u r n e a nd Se n at o r Ba k e r .
(Visitors introduced.) Tha n k you for be ing with us . On w ith
discussion of the Baker amendment to LB 29 5, S enator Raikes,
followed by Senator Vrtiska.

SENATOR RAIKES : Thank you , Nr . Pr esid e nt, member s of the
Legislature . Sen ator Baker , I want to ask you a few m ore
questions, if I might. I th in k I fi g ured out t he er ror of my
ways in try ing to focus on "functional." Let me explain how I
think it's supposed to work . You lo o k at t his area be t ween the
house and the field . And y o u d e c ide .. or, determine whatever is
going on there . There may be a mach ine shed th e r e w ith
machinery stored in i t. Or ther e m ay be g r a in bi ns there that

are u sed . O r there may be g r a in bins that a re no lo n ger used;
they' ve been abandoned, or w hatever building. The j o b o f t h e
assessor, as ... or , the intent here wou ld be that whatev e r
function is being pe rformed there. ..and it might be n o t hing, if
i t ' s abandoned or if the buildings are not being used...the job
of the assessor is to find something comparable to that that ha s

sold, and then use the value of that, or use t hat s a le price, to
value that farm site . Is th a t c o r rect?
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