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project might happen, $16 in 19...in the ye a r 2004 , $18 the
following year, and then probably to $20. Senator Chambers, I
do agree with you that squirrels are probably too cute to shoot.
We had one outside of the office w indow thi s mor ning an d my
staff was trying to get my attention, but I was more interested
in watching that squirrel. I don 't know what h e had in h is
mouth but it looked like about the size of a cookie, and he was
c ute. He was running up and down t hat tree . But ...so, y o u
know, you c an en joy wildlife h ere fr o m yo u r window in the
Capitol, and you don't have to have a permit to do that , I
guess. I h a d the privilege the other night of meeting with the
commissioners, about a week a go. They had th e prel iminary
meeting as commissioners before their official meeting, and they
met out at the Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium. N ow, you don't have to have
a park e n try fee to go to Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium, but you do have
to pay a dollar to get in and see the fish. For those of you
who have n ot done ...been ou t to the Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium for
awhile, it's worth your time. The world's largest blue c atfish
is out there. He is over a hundred pounds and when they first
got him, I think he's been there five or six years, they first
got him, why, he wouldn't come and eat out of their hands. B ut
right now he will eat little trout out of your h a nd, ac i they
feed him once or twice a week and so, you know, pity the trout,
b ut then you got to keep the catfish alive. But if you want t o
see a big catf ish, he is out the r e in that tan k at the
Ak-Sar-Ben. So, you know, the activities of Game and Parks are
so varied and it's not only important for parks and recreation,
which this money is earmarked for, but for the regulation of our
hunting and fishing. And this is not to rep lace lost Gene ral
Fund money. They' re going to take their hit like everybody else
is. They have not had a fee increase in ten years. They' ve
only had one fee increase in twenty years, a nd the facilities
that they' ve maintained, it costs more for wages, it costs more
for vehicles, it costs more for their inputs, and it's t i me we
do this o r our park system is going to suffer. I t's not going
to be...they' re not going to be able to maintain it, and so this
i s a very necessary thing to do. No o n e likes to rais e par k
fees. We h ave eight commissioners at the present time and they
serve with no pay. They' re kind of like o ur Rege nts. They
serve with no pay. So if you' re a park commissioner, you don' t
get reimbursed. You can get reimbursed for expenses, b ut it ' s
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