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relates to the parks question at all, for th at matt er, but I
wanted to describe one aspect of this whole thing, which I think
is very im portant. Th e p ark system...you know, we have dealt
for a long time or we have tried to deal for a lo ng t im e w ith
the depopulation o f the ru r al areas and trying to figure out
what are t hose things that we can do that can rev ive that
economy and rejuvenate that economy and augment that economy and
supplement that economy. And you know the first thing, of
course, is just the things that relate directly to a g riculture.
And to the ex tent th at t he s ol ution lies therein, I thi nk most
people would prefer that very s traightforward s o lution. But
decade after de cade h a s demonstrated that we' re going to need
something more than agriculture in the rural areas, some kind of
combined economy involving three o r fo ur d if ferent ki nds of
activities in order to be able to perpetuate the population and
keep the kids out there and keep everybody working at a usef ul
kind of occupation and to increase the standard of living and to
make it that place which it used to be in t e rms of the st ability
and the values out there. And one of the elements, I think, of
that future is recreation and t ourism, and a very important
component o f recreation and tourism in this state is the Game
and Parks Commission...Department. We have facilities a t Lake
NcConaughy. Fort Robi nson is a jewel and can be further
d eveloped. When Senator Wickersham was here, I might tell y ou ,
Senator Louden, he used to try to pour as much money as he could
into Fort R o b inson b ecause he understood that there were jobs
associated with Fort Robinson, some of them very decent jobs for
people who didn't have jobs. Some of them were s e cond inc omes
for families t h at were trying to keep small ranches and farms
going. And I think that in bringing people into the state f rom
Colorado, on their w ay to Sou t h Dak ota, going through Fort
Robinson or coming directly to Lake N cConaughy or v isiting a
whole number of othe r reservoirs and parks sites, the fossil
beds up north, not only are you bringing income into t he stat e
and into t he rural areas of the state, but you' re encouraging
the city people in Lincoln and Omaha to help fund the problem in
the rural area by drawing them out there to sp end their money in
the rural areas in a w ay t ha t 's very agreeable to the m. And you
can't do this if you leave the f e e t h e s a me f o r e v e r b ec au s e ,
what happen s , the buying power of the fee declin es ;
consequently, the p ark sy stem declines ; conseq u ently , the
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