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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senat or Stuhr, are they taking more out of
that cash fund each year than goes into the cash fund'?

SENATOR STUHR: I can tell you this is the 2001 report. I would
assume when the 2002 comes out that it would be the same, yes, a
continued depletion of their cash funds.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But we don't know that to be a fact at this
p oin t .

SENATOR STUHR: No .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Stuhr, you continue to say t hat the
cap has n ot been inc reased i n ten years . Fee s have been
increased during that period of time, though, haven't they?

SENATOR STUHR: Yes , t h e y h a v e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Tha nk you . Membe r s of the Leg i slature,
t ha t ' s what I want kept in mind. D on't think and don't accept
the notion that the Game and Parks Commission is operating at a
fee level today that is the same as it was ten years ago. T hat
has been allowed to become the impression p resented, bu t Gam e
and Parks h as bee n raising fees right along, and they want to
continue to do that, but they want to do it without oversight of
the Legislature. I would like to as k Sen ator St uhr another
question, and the reason I'm bre aking it up , I don't want
S enator Stuhr to just have to stand u p the who l e time , even
while I'm d iscoursing. Senator Stuhr, why, if you know, did
Game and Parks come with a bill at this time, when we h a ve, by
everybody's agreement, a financial crisis confronting the state?
Why did they pick this session for this bill?

SENATOR STUHR : I belie ve they were looking ahead, trying to
avoid circumstances that would continually pu t th e m in a
position where they were always trying to catch up.

SENATOR CHAMBE RS : So you me a n if they happen to get a ~ u t t hi s
time, unlike every other operation we c ut , th e y could simply
raise the fees, because we' ve given them a f a i l -safe or f al lback

position. Isn ' t t hat true ?
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