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$53.6 million . So , I spoke w ith the Gam e and Pa r ks to se e ,

well, whe re d id you find that b a l ance ? They are go ing i nto
their cash fund to b a lance some of the op erating costs that they
are now experiencing in the a gency. Again , t h ey do n ot inc rease
their fees for ex tra ca sh. They d o i t to imp r o ve fa c i lities and
opportunities for those that buy the pe rmits and the licenses .

Another poi nt that I would like to b ring o ut , that wi ldlife
conservation, wildlife, fisheries, law enforcement, 93 5 p e rcent
comes from their ca sh funds , 6 percent from G enera l Funds ,
5 percent from federa l f un ds. So we ' re looking, again, at an

agency that is primarily. . .relies on the fe es th at are ge nerated
from people who use the se rvices . And I gue ss that 's where I
differ a s far as, this is a tax on all people, because only if
y ou are using these permits and these licenses will you pay t h e
extra cost, wh ich I b e lieve is only fair, because you are the
one that is partaking of the r ecreation. Yesterday, I also
mentioned, some of these hunting and fishing fees, besides going
to the wildlife ma nagement, monitoring weed control, that the
disease control has become a very important issue. I w ill be
handing out an arti cle tha t I found in the paper last night
about the West Ni le, and also the chronic wasting disease . But
the West Nile d i sease ha s cer tainly hit. It h i t the United
States in 1999, and it is spreading across th e coun try. In
fact, one of the quotes was: in my years of working, I' ve never
seen a mosquito-borne vi rus spread so qu ickly, said Robe rt
NcClean, with t he Ag Depa rtment's National Wildlife Research
Center in Fort Collins. West Nile is not fatal in all a n imals,
but particularly the wildlife. But as I also pointed out, not
only the bir ds, t he cro ws...and this is how they first
discovered it . Th is p ast su mmer, over 14, 000 ho rses di ed of the
West Nile disease. So those are only...beside the education
programs that are provided by Game and Parks, and there's always
an increased demand for boating safety , ...

SPEAKER BRONN : On e min u t e .

SENATOR STUHR : . ..hunting safety classes, these are so me of t he
reas on s t h at we a r e . ..this bill proposes to allow an i nc r ease in
the cap. It do es no t say that it w ill happen immedi a tely , but
allows it . And it h a s b een ten ye a rs s i nce that cap was r ai sed.
T hank y o u .
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