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willing to give me a little time after I spe ak th i s t ime, in
order that I can co ntinue this discussion. I am not in total
disagreement with what Senator Brown said. I f there's to be a
user fee, th ere ha s got to be, to my way of thinking, a very
tight relationship, or a nexus, as they say in the law, b etween
the fee itself and the activity the fee is attaching to. A nd
the secondary issue is the amount of the fee. Is it necessary
to automatically g ive authority t o rais e a fee wh en those
seeking the increase will acknowledge at that point it is
unnecessary to raise the fee at this time but we just want you
to give us that option? T his is a point in our experience as a
Legislature when we should sh ow prudence, we should exercise
frugality. And even when we say that the fees we are g o i ng to
allow to be im posed will be imposed on an activity that people
choose to participate in, that is no reason, i n my m ind , for
saying that an un rea sonable p r o cess should be established so
that these fees can be raised willy-nilly. No justification has
to be given. Th ere is not one word, Senator Nines, anywhere i n
these statutes, where you give this sliding scale that the Game
and Parks Commission can use for raising fees , wh ich says a

justification for the fee increase must be shown. Even under my
questioning, th ose who supp ort this bill have to become very
vague and say, well, inflation, uh...and then they find othe r
things to ju st throw in . But there h as not been a solid,
well-thought-out rationale which would justify an increase in
fees. We are acc ustomed to dealing fast, loose, and sloppily
when it comes to Game and Parks. Game and Parks usu ally ge t s
what they want. Nany people, when they state the name of that
outfit, will put an "s" a f t e r " Game, " "Games" and Par ks . We l l ,
they play ga mes, but the word really relates to wild critters
that are going to be allowed to be killed while they' re out
there innocently doi ng what natu re intended them to do. Ny
point here, tailgating on what Senator B r own stated, is that
Game and Parks has told us, through the designated spokesperson,
Senator Stuhr, that they don't need to raise these fees. T hey
don't n e e d t o raise them. Why then at t his point, when
everybody, no matter how imperfectly and vaguely they understand
the issue , is looking at the f inancial straits confronting all
of the states, at a time when Bush and h is a dministration a r e
talking about cutting...

419


