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additional 3.8 percent, which comes to 7 .6 percent l ast y ear ,
addition to wha t the other agencies took, and then, as I said,
anticipating the ten pe rcent cut thi s year . A couple other

things that I wanted to emphasize is that this cash fund from
the permits and the fees does mos t of the operatin g for the

commission, ov er 80 percent. It is only relied...the state of
Nebraska relies on about 20 percent for gen eral fu nding. We
talked. Senato r Chamb er s ye sterda y remarked about rural

d evelopment and economic development. And I think that this i s
certainly an area, in the hunting and fishing area, that rural
certainly does gain some additional people coming f rom o ut of
state, nonre s idents. In fact , I hav e a r e p ort here that says
the economic impact of all hunting activities in 2001, Nebraska ,
it is, in retail sales alone, $232 million. So there is ...a nd
then there's a mu ltiplier effect in regards to th at . So talking
about econo mi c deve lo pment and rura l a r e as, this is certainly
one area that we need to continue to update ou r facili t ie s and

also ou r educ a tion programs. I also ha ve a b r e a kdown. . .this is
a very good report, the 2001 annual report of the Nebr aska Game
and Parks Commission. ..that breaks down all of t he e xp enditures,
all of the revenues, and makes it ve ry ea sy to s ee w he re some of
those fun d s are be i ng spent. Yester day also we t al ked a l i t tle
b it about education . There 's a la rge amount o f mon ey . There

were 253 fishing wor kshops he l d; 14 ,000 Neb raska youth and
adults attended clinics; 1,000 volunteers parti c ipated, nearly
double tho se wh o helped previo usly. T her e a r e ma ny
different...a youth fishing pr ogram, outdoor education cen ter ,

boating. There 's also safety education in regards to boating.
Many, many other educational services. Al so some en v ironmental
services. I know I se rve on the Natural Resources Committee,
and COHYST is a hydrological study that's b eing don e, dealing
with water and the Platte River. And they are also...

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

S ENATOR ST U H R : ...the Game and Parks Comm ission i s also
involved in this study. So , I believe that, again, t his six
percent does not mean that it i s g oing to be a fe e that they
will impose every ye a r. But thi s b i ll does allow for a r a ng e, a
cap. W i t h t h at , I' ll close. Th a n k y o u .
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