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get them interested in these areas, which probably c u ts acro ss
Senator Chambers' v iew of the se matters in a curious sort of
way. But in any event, I think the f ees would be used . ..the
ability to cha rge fe e s would b e used cau tiously, for that
reason. And Senator Stuthman, please r emember t hat wh e n you
keep the fe es up, you decrease the use of General Funds. When
you decrease the use of General Funds for state activities, y ou
increase our abil ity to use General Funds for state aid. W hen
you increase our ability to use General Funds for s tate aid, it
tends to relieve property taxes, which of course, is another one
of the ma jor problems out in your area. So that cuts a couple
of different ways too. And I would ask folks who live in r u ral
areas to keep that in mind as they...

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER:
you.

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Se nator Schrock.

SENATOR SCHROCK: Nr . Speaker, members of the L e g islature, t he
Natural Resources C ommittee did hear this bill on January 22,
five days ago, on a Wednesday. Had excellent testimony. It was
not a long hearing. I would remind the body that as of J uly 1,
Game and Parks to ok a 3.8 percent hit when it came to General
F und money. And during the August special s ession, t hey too k
another 3.8 percent hit in General Fund money. S enator Wehrbein
could probably help me out on this, but I believe if you go back
in history y ou' ll find that about 20 years ago, Game and Parks
w as about 70 percent general funded and about 30 p ercent f e e
funded. And that has reversed. They are now 70 percent fee
funded and 30 percent general funded. W e co uld go back that
direction. But are you w i lling to appropriate the money for
that? As far as hunti ng and f is hing b eing a cost to rural
Nebraskans, I think if they wan t to h unt and f i sh , the modest
increase that may happen as a r e sult of this bill will not deter
them from buying that pe rmit. For the m ost p a r t, most of them

have pick ups and hunting weapons and fishing equipment =hat f a r
exceeds anything they would pay for th e ir hunting and fishing
permit . And yes , I cou l d p oll my c on stituents and they would

.consider the balances on this bill. T hank
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