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SENATOR BEUTLER: Nr . Speaker, m embers of the Legislature, I
just wanted to speak quickly against the motion to indefinitely
postpone. I too wanted to reiterate t he fac t that ...keep i n
mind that the Isaak Walton League and the Sportsmens Clubs have
supported this bill, this kind of fee structure, t his kin d of
process. Th e Sportsmens Clubs, the federation of the various
kinds of clubs, the fishermen, the fisherpersons, the hunters of
different types of animals and birds, let me assure you, they' re
not always an easy group to get alo n g with. They very
definitely have their op inions a b out hun ting seasons, about
w hat ' s right in terms of the wa y ani mals a re han d led, a bout
habitat and the appropriateness or inappropriateness of certain
t ypes of habitat, a whole number of issues. And believe me, i f
they don't t h ink a fee is right, or if they didn't think that
this process and fee structure was right, you wouldn't see their
names on the committee statement. But beyond that, let me point
out one other very important thing that i s happ ening h ere in
Nebraska and nationally that makes it a very careful calculation
on th e part of the Park s D e partment as to w h e ther they should
increase fees. And they wou l d on l y do so , I'm sure ,
reluctantly . The fact of the mat ter is that n a t ionally, over
t he last 10 and 20 years, the number o f people int erested i n
hunting and fishing is going precipitously down. And those who
are interested in those activities have to be careful about h ow
much is cha rged t o engage in those activities; otherwise they
will have the effect of driving the customer base, so to s p eak,
down even further and defeating their purpose. T h e ...those who
are interested in hunting and fishing, their numbers go down for
a variety of reasons, they say . One , because of the
urbanization o f pop ulations g enerally, and the difficulty of
interesting...of getting urban kids to take an interest in these
activities. The increased activities of a n imal ri ghts gro ups
and others wh o don 't lik e hunting and fishing altogether. I
mean, if you kill all these fee bills, that's certainly a way of
k illing hunting and fishing, if that's what you want to do. In
that case, yo u sho uld vo te for the motion to indefinitely
postpone. But I wanted to point out that w h ole deb ate th at' s
going on , a nd the prob lem that's faced by Game and Parks in
terms o f generating interest in these activities. And I wou ld
certainly suggest that they ' ry to interest more lo w -income kids
with better and cheaper programs, special programs for them, to
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