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Because when I'm on this floor, I'm looking at costs that the
government is going to 1impose on citizens of this state, and
citizens of other states who come into this state. My personal
predilections don't intervene here, because if I had my way, I
would charge $5,000 every time somebody went out to kill an

animal. But we're not doing it my way. We're doing it you
all's way. And your way is supposed to be the fair way. So 1
want it to be fair. Senator Cudaback raised an issue. These
fees have not been raised in ten years, we're told. I don't

know whether that's true or not. If they haven't been raised in
ten years, it means that the last time they were raised they

were raised too much. And there's no intent to raise them now,
so they still have enough money coming in. So they overcharged
on the fees, and have been doing that all the time. The very

argument they give to try to trick you all into going forward is
the argument that undercuts what they're trying to do. They've
been overcharging. They've got enough money. What does
inflation have to do with chronic wasting disease? What does it
have to do with West Nile virus? What does it have to do with

scrapies? Inflation? That's a word that's thrown into
everything. But if I want to talk about inflation and how it
impacts on the poor, nobody wants to hear it here. But when

you're talking about trying to find a way to give a bureaucracy
a way to get more money than it needs, and it's got too much
already, then you want to talk concepts that more appropriately
should be applied to those who do suffer great need. There was
an old prophet named Amos. And he said, the poor are sold for a
pair of shoes. A few days ago...the man happened to be
black...in effect, froze to death sitting on a bench in downtown
Omaha. The poor die every day in every way, and who is there to
shed a tear for the poor? Where are the poor buried? There's
no remembrance of the poor. But my job is not just to see only
to the poor; it's to see after the interest of everybody whose
interests are affected by what we do in the Legislature. And
I'm not going to submerge the interests of the public to the
whims of a bureaucracy which serves the elitists. That's why
Game and Parks gets what they want. Because they are the ones
who, when the pop their finger, people jump. I haven't heard
senators stand on this floor and say, imagine how much more it
costs a poor person to make it now than it did ten years ago,
because of inflation, therefore we're going to protect them.
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