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that he w an ted to be in a position to tell the rubes out there
who pay taxes th at he tried to nibble at the corporations but
the Legislature said no. That bill went down to defeat. Do you
know that 10 or ll rural senators voted for i t, and it only g o t
25 or 26 votes? Wi thout the rural senators, it could not have
been defeated. And I stood on this floor and I...

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . . .mocked them, I taunted them, I tri e d to
get them to stand up and do something for themselves. Y ou don' t
win every issue. But if they know that you' re going to put up a
fight, they w i ll begin to take you seriously. Th at bill would
have been enacted into law. The Governor could not have v e toed
it, because he presented it to us. They gave him a chance, the
rural senators did, to have it both ways, to s ay he trie d to
make the corporations pay their part, but the Legislature said
no. And when I presented these things to the rural senators, at
a point when it would make some difference, they just tuned me
out. Th ey let a metal shield slide across their forehead, and
they gave t he cor porations w ha t they wanted, and the
corporations continue t o laugh at the rural senators and never
consider them a force worthy of note in any of ou r legislative
p roceedings . Than k yo u , N r . Spe a k e r .

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR STUHR : Thank you , Nr . President and members of the
body. I just would like to share with you again that I b e lieve
that this is the right thing to do at this time in regards to
the Rural Development Commission. The commission is seeking the
nonprofit status so th at it can have an open membership
structure. And that 's one of the requirements that have been
s et out in the National Rural Development Partnership Ac t tha t
is included in the 2002 Farm Bill. T his is not the path that we
would have originally chosen. But because of circumstances last
spring, this wi l l ena ble t h e commission to go ahead then and
continue to do the work by applying for some grants an d also
receiving any other mon ies from any groups. The no nprofit
status will allow them to do that. So I just wo uld h op e tha t
you would s u pport thi s change in eli minating th e sta tute
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